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March 22, 2023

Statement of Hardship

In 2021, the National Institute of Justice released a report detailing the rates of reentering
incarcerated individuals and the unique set of challenges that they face in trying to navigate housing,
employment, childcare, and the healthcare system. The total number of incarcerated individuals has risen
by a staggering 800% since the 1980s.1

The report notes that an estimated 200 women are released from prison every day.2 According to the 2021
annual report of the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation of Corrections, the latest number of women
incarcerated in Ohio facilities rests at approximately 3,300.3 The vast majority of these women are
mothers to children under the age of 18 and will resume custody upon leaving prison. According to the
Prison Policy Initiative, formerly incarcerated women (especially women of color) have much higher
rates of unemployment and homelessness and are less likely to have a high school education compared to
formerly incarcerated men.4 Reentering women are at particularly high risk for recidivism due to high
rates of substance use, mental health challenges, and a history of trauma.

While workforce development programs in prisons often equip incarcerated populations with a skillset,
successful reentry hinges on an individual’s ability to overcome a whole host of barriers. With a focus on
reentering citizens, ARCH, a nonprofit formed in 2014, is responding to this need with a two-pronged
approach. The organization provides inreach classes and reentry support within correctional facilities.
ARCH currently provides pre-release and reentry services at the Ohio Reformatory for Women (ORW)
for participants of the Horizon Prison Initiative and for women obtaining professional skill certifications
in building construction, horticulture, and culinary and returning to Central Ohio. ARCH provides
employment linkage to second-chance employers and provides reentry services to these women, which
includes helping with stable housing. Upon release, ARCH provides wraparound services to mitigate risk
factors for recidivism. This includes helping people obtain food, clothing, rental assistance, and
transportation as they navigate immediate resources.

ARCH holds a master lease for 260 Reeb Ave., which is owned by an LLC that is a program partner of
ARCH. The property was a formerly rectory for St. Ladislas Catholic Church which is adjacent to the
home. The house is uniquely situated to serve as a rooming/transitional house. The property has 9
bedrooms and 5.5 bathrooms. The house has a large kitchen, a dining room, a living room, an extra side
room, a main floor bath, a screened patio, a two-car garage, and a partially finished basement. The
property is right next door to the Reeb Center, where free meals are given daily and a dozen community
services are available to the community, including mental health, employment, social services, and

4 https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/housing.html#raceandgender

3 https://www.drc.ohio.gov/Portals/0/ODRC%20Annual%20Report%202021.pdf

2 https://nij.ojp.gov/topics/articles/female-reentry-and-gender-responsive-programming

1

https://www.columbusmonthly.com/story/entertainment/movies/2021/05/21/apart-follows-three-women-ohio-pr
ison-system/5207546001/
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vocational education. The property is listed as a single-family home, and it is laid out to accommodate
more than five individuals. If we have 10 women in the house, 8 women would have their own bedroom,
with the master room accommodating two individuals. The master bedroom – which has a desk, two
closets, its own bathroom, and a kitchenette – would house two women.We would like to have the
maximum occupancy be 13 people to accommodate children if needed.

ARCH conducts pre-screening and assessments with women involved in our programming and workforce
development programs to determine eligibility for housing in this shared living environment. This
includes institutional and/or work history, as well as client needs and risks, to determine eligibility for
placement in the house. The house does not allow sex offenders or those with arson charges to be housed
at the transitional house. At the house, ARCH staff provides on-site case management which includes a
licensed social worker. A house manager lives at the house as well. Each resident is allowed rent-free for
the first month and then will pay rent, some on a graduated basis until they can pay in full. We anticipate
the average stay to be around 6 -9 months.

While residing at the ARCH house, women are provided trauma-informed linkage to reentry resources,
including behavioral healthcare, peer support, workforce development, harm reduction training, and
connections to community partners and resources. The ARCH house supports residents by ensuring that
they have a safe transitional housing option with supportive services that address their reentry needs;
obtain and maintain employment throughout the duration of their stay; continue into stable housing after
they exit transitional housing. This house is a critically important new extension of the work ARCH has
been doing in partnership with other organizations that offer reentry support. It fills a need in the
Columbus area as two shared housing reentry programs for women (Women of Excellence and Jessie’s
World) both closed in the last 6 months.

ARCH’s transitional house is emblematic of the direction in which the organization would like to go with
housing support to address needs in the area of reentry housing. Due to our agreement with the property
owner, ARCH can ensure residents with criminal records will be welcome and that housing will not
become prohibitively expensive for those residing there.

We also need a parking variance 3312.49, Minimum numbers of parking spaces required, to the required
number of parking spaces from 8 to 2.

Sincerely,

Wendy Tarr
Executive Director
Accompanying Returning Citizens With Hope (ARCH)
www.archreentry.com
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