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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
APRIL 11 2024 

APPLICATION: Z24-001 
Location: 2005 DEMOREST RD. (43123), being 8.79± acres located on 

the west side of Demorest Road, 90± feet north of Demorest 
Highlands Lane (160-000126, 160-002175, 160-002146, and 
160-000228; Westland Area Commission).

Existing Zoning:     R, Rural District (upon annexation) 
Request:       L-AR-1, Limited Apartment Residential District (H-35).
Proposed Use: Apartment complex.
Applicant(s):  Metro Development LLC, c/o Jeffrey L. Brown, Atty.; Smith and

Hale; 37 West Broad Street, Suite 460; Columbus, OH 43215.
Property Owner(s): Jackie Lee McNabb, c/o Gayle Penix; 2005 Demorest Road;

Grove City, OH 43123.
Planner: Jack Mangan; 614-645-8661; jrmangan@columbus.gov

BACKGROUND: 

o The 8.79 acre site consists of four parcels, developed with single-unit dwellings in
Franklin Township. Upon annexation into the City of Columbus, the parcels will be
assigned the R, Rural District. The requested L-AR-1, Limited Apartment Residential
District will allow the site to be developed with an apartment complex containing a
maximum of 166 dwelling units (18.89 units per acre).

o North and west of the site are single-unit dwellings in the R, Rural District in Jackson
Township. South of the site are single-unit dwellings in the R, Residential District. East of
the site are multi-unit residential development in the L-AR-12, Limited Apartment
Residential District.

o Concurrent CV24-001 has been filed to reduce building setback, and increase garage
height. That request will be heard by City Council and will not be considered at this
Development Commission meeting.

o The site is within the planning boundaries of the Westland Area Plan (1994), which
recommends “Residential 3-5 Units Per Acre” land uses at this location. Additionally, the
site is subject to early adoption of the Columbus Citywide Planning Policies (C2P2)
Design Guidelines (2018).

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Westland Area Commission, whose
recommendation is for approval.

o The limitation text includes use restrictions, and supplemental development standards
addressing density, elevations, and setback commitments.

o Demorest is on the Columbus Multimodal Thoroughfare Plan (2019) so please add that
language here
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CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION: Approval 
 
The requested L-AR-1, Limited Apartment Residential District will allow the site to be developed 
with a 166-unit apartment complex in accordance with the submitted site plan. Although the 
proposed use is inconsistent with the Westland Area Plan’s land use recommendation of 
“Residential 3-5 Units Per Acre” at this location, staff notes the presence of existing residential 
uses in the vicinity as a mitigating factor in considering support for this request. Additionally, this 
request will not add incompatible uses to the area. 
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