
 

 

1139.01 Separate sewer connections. 

Every parcel having a building(s) with plumbing fixtures installed and intended for human 

habitation or occupancy that abuts a street, alley or easement in which there is a public sewer shall have a 

separate connection to the sewer. A single building spanning two or more parcels with common walls, 

floors, and/or ceilings across the parcels, none of which are physically separable, may have a single or 

multiple lateral connections to the sewer as approved by the Administrator of the Division of Sewerage 

and Drainage or their designee. Multiple buildings on the same parcel shall not be prohibited from 

connection to a common service lateral that connects to the public sewer providing that the common 

service lateral is on the same parcel as the buildings being served. In order for a service lateral to be 

considered common, it must not directly serve any individual building but must terminate at a clean-out. 

Separate connections can then be made between the clean-out and the public sewer.  

1139.04 Grades and joints of service laterals. 

The grade of each drain or sewer intended for a service lateral shall not be less than one-fourth inch 

per foot, and shall be laid as nearly straight as possible, using curved pipe to connect with the wye branch. 

If it is demonstrated, to the satisfaction of the Administrator of the Division of Sewerage and Drainage or 

their designee, that it is impossible or impracticable to install the service lateral at the one-fourth inch per 

foot grade, the Administrator of the Division of Sewerage and Drainage may, in their discretion and at the 

owner’s request, authorize in writing a reduced grade of no less than one-eighth inch per foot. The interior 

of each length of pipe shall be made perfectly clean and free of the jointing material before the next 

length is laid down. The lateral at its junction with the main sewer shall be well and solidly supported, so 

that the weight of the backfilling will not settle the pipe, causing the pipe and/or fittings to break and 

destroy the tightness of the joints. Service laterals shall be made above and near the springline, never in 

the top of the pipe or into any maintenance hole or catch basin without special permission from the 

Division of Sewerage and Drainage.  

 

 


