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CITY COUNCIL – ZONING COMMITTEE 
STAFF REPORT 
COUNCIL VARIANCE 
 
 APPLICATION: CV24-121 
 Location: 981 OAK ST. (43205), being 0.36± acres at the southwest 

corner of Oak Street and South 20th Street (010-020413, 010-
037337 & 010-054730; Near East Area Commission). 

 Existing Zoning: R-3, Residential District. 
 Proposed Use: Two-unit dwellings. 

Applicant(s):  Blue Chip Homes QOZB, LLC; c/o Dave Perry, Agent; David 
Perry Company; 411 East Town Street, 1st Floor; Columbus, 
OH 43215, and Donald Plank, Atty.; Plank Law Firm; 411 East 
Town Street, 2nd Floor; Columbus, OH 43215. 

Property Owner(s): Metropolitan Baptist Church, Inc.; c/o Reverend Dr. Jeffrey Kee; 
955 Oak Street; Columbus, OH 43205. 

Planner: Tim Dietrich; 614-645-6665; tedietrich@columbus.gov 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

 

o The site consists of three undeveloped parcels in the R-3, Residential District. The 
applicant proposes to develop each lot with a two-unit dwelling per lot. 
 

o A Council variance is required because the R-3 district only allows single-unit dwellings. 
 

o North of the site is a single-unit dwelling in the R-3, Residential District. South of the site 
are single- and two-unit dwellings in the R-3, Residential District. East of the site are 
single-unit dwelling in the R-3, Residential District. West of the site is a single-unit 
dwelling in the R-3, Residential District. 
 

o The site is within the boundaries of the Near East Area Plan (2005), which does not 
contain a specific land use recommendation for this location.  The Plan does support 
new infill housing that contributes to a walkable and diverse neighborhood, and includes 
design guidelines.  
 

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Near East Area Commission, whose 
recommendation is for approval. 
 

o Staff concurs with the applicant’s analysis of the seven practical difficulties in achieving 
this proposed development. 
 

 
CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:   Approval 
 
The requested Council variance the development of a two-unit dwelling on three undeveloped 
lots in accordance with the submitted site plan. The proposed use is consistent with residential 
infill developments within urban neighborhoods and is compatible to the existing development 
pattern and architecture of the surrounding neighborhood. 
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CV24-121      
981 Oak Street, Columbus, OH 43205 
Variances: 
 
 
1). Section 3332.035, R-3 Residential District, to permit a two (2) dwelling unit building 
on each of three (3) parcels.  
 
2). Section 3332.05(4), Area District Lot Width Requirements, to reduce lot width from 
50’ to 37’ (existing platted lots).  
 
3). Section 3312.49, Required Parking, to reduce parking from 4 spaces to 3 spaces for 
each of the three (3), two (2) dwelling unit buildings on separate parcels.   
 
 
______ 
11/07/2024 
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SITE 

CV24-121 
981 Oak St. 

Approximately 0.36 acres 
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