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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
AUGUST 13, 2009 

  
 
4. APPLICATION: Z09-011 
 Location: 1729 NORTHWEST BOULEVARD (43212), being 1.85± acres 

located at the southwest corner of Northwest Boulevard and 
Chambers Road (010-192261, Fifth by Northwest Area 
Commission). 

 Existing Zoning: C-4, Commercial District. 
 Request:                        CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
 Proposed Use: Fuel sales and parking.  

 Applicant(s): The Kroger Co; c/o Christopher A. Rinehart, Atty.; Rinehart & 
Rishel, Ltd; 300 East Broad Street, Suite 190; Columbus, OH 
43215. 

 Property Owner(s): The Kroger Co. 4111 Executive Parkway; Westerville, OH 43081. 
  Planner:     Dana Hitt, 645-2395, dahitt@columbus.gov 

  
 
BACKGROUND: 

    
    

o The applicant requests to rezone the property to the CPD, Commercial Planned 
Development District in order to develop a retail fuel center and additional parking spaces.  
An existing retail structure will be demolished to accomplish this.   

 
o To the north across Northwest Boulevard is a nonconforming multi-family dwelling zoned in 

the R, Rural District   To the south across Chesapeake Avenue is a landscape nursery 
zoned in the M, Manufacturing District.  To the east are non-conforming multi-family 
dwellings zoned in the R, Rural District.  To the west is the grocery store associated with 
this rezoning which is zoned in the C-4, Commercial District. 

 
o The site falls within the planning area of the Fifth by Northwest Neighborhood Plan (2009) 

which calls for mixed use redevelopment of the site. 
 

o The site falls within the boundaries of the Fifth by Northwest Area Commission whose 
response had not been received at the time this report was prepared. 

 
o The Commercial Planned Development Text provides for parking lot landscaping, lighting 

controls, a brick or brick veneer on the kiosk, the screening of rooftop mechanicals on the 
kiosk and also provides for bike racks as requested by the Healthy Places program.  Limits 
on the hours of operation are also in the CPD Text.       

 
o The applicant is seeking a variance to allow parking spaces to cross lot lines.  Staff 

recognizes as a technicality since the applicant controls all of the subject properties.   
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o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies Northwest Boulevard as a 4-2 arterial requiring 
a minimum of 50 feet of right-of-way from centerline.  

 
CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:  Approval. 
 
The requested CPD, Commercial Planned Development District would provide for the construction 
of additional parking at the site and a fuel station.   The proposed rezoning would provide for 
development commitments more stringent than the C-4, Commercial District that now exists on the 
site.  The proposal is consistent with the Fifth by Northwest Neighborhood Plan (2009), zoning and 
development patterns of the area.   
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1729 Northwest Blvd. 
Approximately 1.8 acres 

C-4 to CPD 
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1729 Northwest Blvd. 
Approximately 1.8 acres 

C-4 to CPD 
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353 Reeb Avenue 
Approximately 1.1 acres 

R-3 & C-4 to AR-1 

Site 
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5558 Gender Road 
Approximately 7.07 acres 

R to L-C-3 


