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COUNCIL VARIANCE STATEMENT 
5558 GENDER ROAD 

Charles & Jennifer Walters 
 
 
 The applicants are seeking a council variance for 7.073 acres to allow for limited 
commercial and office activities within the existing buildings on the property.  The applicants have 
provided a list of uses that would be permitted upon passage of the council variance as found in 
the associated text.  The initial use of the property is proposed to be a full service wedding facility 
that would provide for purchasing of dresses, renting of tuxedos, planning for photography etc... 
and the venue for the actual wedding.  The existing outbuilding will be renovated to help house 
many of the amenities associated with the operation.  The list of permitted uses contemplates the 
wedding activities but goes a little farther by providing for a limited range of office and retail 
activities that would be appropriate for the site.  The applicants have as a part of the council 
variance stipulated that the existing home and outbuilding will remain and limited additions can be 
made to them.  The list of permitted uses are provided to define a limited range of activities that the 
property could be put to if the wedding operation ceases at some time in the future.  This future 
provision is important as the financial investment in the property needs to be recognized and 
planned for as no one can be assured that the wedding operation will succeed into perpetuity.  
Therefore, the applicants are protecting their investment by providing for future non-wedding 
activities and uses as identified in the text.  The list provides limited retail and office types of 

activities that could operate in the existing house or an outbuildings as the total 7  acre site can 
be viewed as a small compound where various uses can benefit from their location on the property 
within close proximity to the other. 
 
 The limitations placed on the type of uses, the restriction on utilization of the existing 
buildings, the required landscaping and buffering and the traffic restrictions will all work to curtail 
any negative impacts on the surrounding properties while allowing some benefit from the proposed 
use of the property.  The traffic flow on Gender Road and Lehman Road and other surrounding 
pressures dictate that this property is inappropriate for continued residential use, however the 
proposed council variance will allow the property to remain zoned Rural but provide for limited use 
within the range listed within the text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F:docs\walters-gender-cv.ste (12/20/05) jth     
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From: Jack Reynolds [JReynolds@smithandhale.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2006 3:08 PM 
To: Green, Walter A. 
Subject: RE: Gender Road 
 
Walter , the house has 2,213 sq ft on !st floor and 1056 sq ft on 2nd for a total of 3,269 sq ft.  The two (2) 
barns are 2,376 sq ft and 1040 sq ft in size. the is a lean-to with 660 sq ft. and a garage with 400 sq ft.  Hope 
this helps.   Jack 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Green, Walter A. [mailto:WAGreen@Columbus.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2006 11:07 AM 

To: Jack Reynolds 
Subject: Gender Road 

Hi Jack, 
  
What is the total square footage of the buildings on the Gender Road property?  Thanks for your 
time. 
  
Walter Green 
645-2485 
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