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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
DECEMBER 14, 2017 
 
4. APPLICATION: Z17-042 
 Location: 4987 GENDER ROAD (43110), being 1.12± acres located on 

the west side of Gender Road, 120± feet north of Chelsea Glen 
Drive (part of 010-260512; Greater South East Area 
Commission). 

 Existing Zoning: L-C-2, Limited Commercial District. 
 Request: L-M, Limited Manufacturing District. 
 Proposed Use: Self-storage complex.   

Applicant(s):  J. Johnson Investments LLC; c/o Jackson B. Reynolds, Atty.; 37 
West Broad Street, Suite 460; Columbus, OH 43215. 

Property Owner(s): The Applicant. 
Planner: Michael Maret; 614-645-2749; mjmaret@columbus.gov 

 
 
BACKGROUND: 

 
o The 1.12± acre site consists of an undeveloped portion of a parcel zoned in the L-C-2, 

Limited Commercial District. The applicant proposes to develop the site with a self-
storage complex in the L-M, Limited Manufacturing District in conjunction with the 
remaining portion of the parcel already appropriately zoned L-M.  
 

o To the north of the site is a self-storage complex in the L-M, Limited Manufacturing 
District. To the south of the site are single-unit dwellings zoned in the R-2F, Residential 
District. To the east of the site are condominiums and undeveloped land in the PUD-8, 
Planned Unit Development District and CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
To the west of the site is the remaining portion of the parcel, currently undeveloped and 
also slated for development in conjunction with the subject site, zoned in the L-M, 
Limited Manufacturing District. 

 
o This site is located within the planning area of the Southeast Area Plan (2000), which 

recommends residential land uses for this location. Deviation from the plan is 
appropriate at this location as it is not currently zoned for residential uses, nor does it 
add an incompatible use as self-storage facilities exist adjacent to the site and along the 
Gender Road corridor. 
 

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Greater South East Area Commission, 
whose recommendation is for approval. 
 

o The development text restricts the uses on site to a self-storage and ancillary office.  
Development standards are included for maximum building height, access, buffering and 
landscaping, building design, and lighting. Commitments to a site plan and landscaping 
plan are included. 

 
o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies Gender Road as a 4-2D arterial requiring a 

minimum of 60 feet of right-of-way from centerline. 
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CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:   Approval 
 
The requested L-M, Limited Manufacturing  District will allow a self-storage complex 
development that is comparable and compatible with the adjacent developments along the 
Gender Road corridor. While the proposal is not consistent with the land use recommendations 
of the Southeast Area Plan, it does not add incompatible uses to the area. Screening and 
landscaping will ensure that the facility does not negatively affect the surrounding residential 
properties. 
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SITE 

Z17-042 
4987 Gender Road 

Approximately 1.12 Acres 
L-C-2 to L-M 
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