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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
NOVEMBER 8, 2007 
 

 

2. APPLICATION: Z07-001 (RECONSIDERATION) 
 Location: 6112 SAWMILL ROAD (43017), being 3.8± acres 

located on the west side of Sawmill Roads, 760± feet 
south of Abbey Church Road. (590-180080). 

 Existing Zoning:           CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
 Request:                        L-M, Limited Manufacturing District. 
 Proposed Use: Self-storage. 
 Applicant(s): The Ellis Company, Ltd.; c/o David L. Hodge, Atty.; Smith 

and Hale; 37 West Broad Street, Suite 725; Columbus, 
OH 43215.  

 Property Owner(s): Woodland Plaza, Ltd.; 3016 Maryland Avenue; 
Columbus, OH 43209. 

  Planner:     Dana Hitt, AICP, 645-2395, dahitt@columbus.gov 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 

o The applicant is requesting the L-M, Limited Manufacturing District to allow uses 
permitted in the C-2 Commercial District along with a self-storage facility and 
truck rentals.  This proposal was recommended for disapproval at the April 12, 
2007 meeting of the Development Commission with a vote of 2-2.  The applicant 
is seeking reconsideration and is adding additional brick to the facility as shown 
in the attached elevations.  The applicant had already agreed to add some brick 
to the facility during the April 12th meeting. 

 
o To the north are multi-family dwellings zoned in the PUD-8 Planned Unit  

Development District.  To the east across Sawmill Road is a farm zoned in RR, 
Rural Residential District.  To the south are multi-family dwellings zoned in the 
CPD, Commercial Planned Development District.  To the west are single-family 
dwellings zoned in the PUD-8 Planned Unit  Development District.   

 
o This site falls within the boundaries of The Northwest Plan, (2007), but not within 

a designated subarea. 
 
o At the April 12th Development Commission meeting, the Staff recommendation 

was changed to approval once the applicant restricted the uses to just C-2 uses, 
storage and truck rental, restricted the hours of operation, upgraded the buffering 
and specified lighting height and color. 

 
o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies Sawmill Road as a 4-2D arterial, 

requiring a minimum of 60 feet of right-of-way from centerline.    
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CITY DEPARTMENTS RECOMMENDATION:  Approval.  The proposed offices and 
storage are low intensity nonresidential uses as recommended by the Northwest Plan 
(1991).  These uses are compatible with the adjacent residences due to the enclosed 
nature of the storage facility and the orientation of the storage doors toward the interior 
of the site. This site will be accessed off of Sawmill Road instead of the residential 
streets.  The proposed treatment of the perimeter also ensures compatibility with the 
surrounding dwellings.  The prohibition of electricity in the storage units further limits the 
intensity of use.  Finally, the buffering, lighting controls, building material restrictions, the 
screening of mechanicals and limits on the hours of operation provided in the text also 
help ensure compatibility with the adjacent residences. 
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