
CITY COUNCIL – ZONING COMMITTEE 
STAFF REPORT 
COUNCIL VARIANCE 

APPLICATION: CV24-099 
Location: 625 E. NORTH BROADWAY (43214), being 1.27 ± acres on the 

south side of East North Broadway, 150± feet east of North 
Broadway Lane (010-032166; Clintonville Area Commission). 

Existing Zoning: I, Institutional District. 
Proposed Use: Animal shelter. 
Applicant(s):  The Cat Welfare Association; c/o Sarah Pollyea, Atty.; 3 Easton 

Oval, Suite 100; Columbus, OH 43219. 
Property Owner(s): DM & JE Properties; 625 East North Broadway Street; 

Columbus, OH 43214. 
Planner:  Joe Rose; 614-645-3526; jmrose@columbus.gov 

BACKGROUND: 

o The site consists of one parcel developed with an office building in the I, Institutional
District. The requested Council variance will allow an animal shelter at this location.

o A Council variance is required because the I, Institutional District does not allow animal
shelters.

o To the north, south, and west are single-unit dwellings in the R-3, Residential District. To
the east is railroad right-of-way and manufacturing uses in the M, Manufacturing District.

o The site is located within the planning boundaries of the Clintonville Neighborhood Plan
(2009), which recommends “Commercial (Neighborhood)” land uses at this location,
consistent with the proposed use.

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Clintonville Area Commission, whose
recommendation is for approval.

o Staff recognizes that there are practical difficulties with the reduction in required parking
included in the request.

CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:   Approval 

The requested Council variance will allow an animal shelter at this location. Since there are no 
external modifications proposed and the use is consistent with the Clintonville Neighborhood 
Plan’s (2009) land use recommendation of “Commercial (Neighborhood)”, Staff has no objection 
to requested animal shelter. 
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625 East North Broadway is zoned I, Institutional, under Section 3349.03.  An Animal shelter is 

not allowed under this use as a permitted use.  The variance we are asking for is to allow a cat 

shelter to operate under the current I, Institutional District (Section 3349.03), despite it not 

being specifically listed in that section as a permitted use.  The variance being requested is to 

the I Institutional District permitted uses to allow a cat shelter to operate.  The proposed use, 

which is an animal shelter, is not permitted under the current I, Institutional District (Section 

3349.03). 

The building that sits on this parcel has been an office building since 1970.  It is a single story 

building comprised of 10,182 square feet and has all utilities present.   

The Applicant is the prospective purchaser of this property, under a purchase and sale 

agreement that is signed, and contingent upon this variance being granted.  The Applicant 

currently operates at 741 Wetmore Road, Columbus, OH, which is zoned as a permitted use in 

C-4 Commercial Use.  The new location, which offers greater space for the Applicant and 

greater flexibility in what they can offer to the care of and education about cats.   The property 

is currently operated as office space, which is not a significant departure as to the prospective 

use, other than sheltered rescue and homeless cats being present.  The Applicant would also 

run its business out of this property. 

No veterinary services would be performed or provided on the premises.  The proposed use of 

this building, which is limited strictly to a cat shelter until the cats are adopted by families, does 

not cause any changes or modifications to the existing exterior of the property.  As the 

surrounding areas to this parcel are primarily residential, the variance will not adversely affect 

surrounding property owners.  Cats would be kept contained within the building and would not 

cause a public nuisance or a change to the landscape of the property.  There would also be no 

increase in traffic, excessive noise or unpleasant odors, as it would be operational during 

regular business hours.  Additionally, there will not be after hours drop-off cages for the cats 

outside of the building, so there will be no unwanted noise or disturbances caused. The site 

engineering place supports the fact that the building and the parcel would remain unchanged. 

There are no proposed changes being requested to the exterior of the site that would require 

additional variances. 

The Applicant has conducted a thorough search for properties that are feasible for its use in the 

area.  This property, only two miles away from its current location, provides an ideal space for 

the Applicant to carry on its mission as a 501c3 non-profit organization. 
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   FOR USE BY:  AREA COMMISSION / COMMUNITY GROUP / HISTORIC ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW   

 
 
Case Number: 

 

 
Address: 
 
Group Name: 

 

 
Meeting Date: 

 

 
Specify Case Type: 

 

   BZA Variance / Special Permit 
   Council Variance 
   Rezoning 
   Graphics Variance / Plan / Special Permit 

 

 
Recommendation: 
(Check only one and list basis
for recommendation below) 

 

   Approval 
   Disapproval 

 
 

NOTES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Vote: 

 

 
Signature of Authorized Representative:  

 

 SIGNATURE 
  

 
 RECOMMENDING GROUP TITLE 
  

 
 DAYTIME PHONE NUMBER 

 

 
 
 

Please e-mail this form to the assigned planner within 48 hours of your meeting day; or FAX to Zoning at 614-645-2463;  or 
MAIL to: Assigned Planner, City of Columbus, Department of Building & Zoning Services, 111 N. Front St,. Columbus, OH 43215. 

 

S

Standardized Recommendation Form
111 North Front Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215

Phone: 614-645-4522 ▪ www.columbus.gov/bzs ▪ zoninginfo@columbus.gov

CV24-099

625 E North Broadway

September 5, 2024

Clintonville Area Commission (CAC)

The CAC approved the variance.

6 yes, 3 absent

Clintonville Area Commission (CAC)

614-641-5178
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