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Council Variance Application 

1600 E. Long Street 

August 25, 2023 

 

STATEMENT OF HARDSHIP 

This statement of hardship is submitted in support of the applicant, The Ohio State University’s, request 

for variances related to the reuse of the property at 1600 E Long Street as a Healthy Community Center 

focused on programming to promote a healthier local population.  The Healthy Community Center will 

provide guidance to patrons to establish more healthy lifestyle choices. The demonstration kitchen will 

teach patrons simple dishes they can learn from professional chef in a classroom environment then 

prepare at home for their families. The café will lease space to local entrepreneurs seeking a commercial 

kitchen to hone their menu selection while focused on providing healthy options. The innovation space 

will allow flexibility for a variety of programs and allow the space to serve as the “physical health” 

component of the facility providing a space for things like dance, yoga, group fitness, etc. The 

community spaces will provide residents with rentable spaces for events of their choosing as well as 

provide occasional programmed events such as group counseling, mentorship programs, etc to further 

enhance the meaning of the Healthy Community Center. 

The intent is to renovate and re-use the former MLK Library building for this purpose.   

This project represents a great community asset that will bring life back to a now vacant structure and 

allow the former library structure to continue to serve the community.  

 

The following variances are being requested to facilitate the proposed development: 

1) C.C.C. Section 3332.035- R-3 Residential District Permitted Uses 

2) C.C.C. Section 3312.49- Minimum Number of Parking Spaces Required 

 

Variance 1. Section 3332.035- R-3 Permitted Uses 

Hardship Statement: The existing R-3 zoning does not permit a healthy community center or 

demonstration kitchens on the property.  Due to the repurposing as a healthy community center with a 

demonstration kitchen and retail sales through a business incubator, a use variance is sought to 

repurpose this existing structure and provide community benefit. 
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Variance 2. Section 3312.49- Minimum Number of Parking Spaces Required 

Hardship Statement: The parking requirements for EATING AND DRINKING ESTABLISHMENTS, w/pickup 

unit & seating (<5,000 Sq. Ft.), 1/175 sf for the café with seating proposed inside the building will 

increase the total required parking for the site by 2 parking spaces to 38, a variance is sought to reduce 

the total number of required parking spaces to the 35 that are proposed on the site. 
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SITE 

CV23-097 
1600 E. Long St. 

Approximately 0.74 acres 
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