
STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
MAY 8, 2025 
 
 
 APPLICATION: Z24-070 
 Location: 2618 BETHESDA AVE. (43219), being 10.18± acres located at 

the northwest corner of Bethesda Avenue and Sunbury Road 
(010-156433 and 010-166702; North Central Area Commission). 

 Existing Zoning:           R, Rural District and R-2, Residential District. 
 Request:                        AR-1, Apartment Residential District (H-60).  
 Proposed Use: Multi-unit residential development. 

Applicant(s):  Elmington Capital, c/o David Hodge, Atty.; 8000 Walton 
Parkway, Suite 120; New Albany, OH 43054. 

Property Owner(s): Praise Temple Community Church Inc.; 1159 Clinton Street, 
Columbus, OH 43221. 

 Planner: Dane Kirk; 614-645-7973; DEKirk@Columbus.gov 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

 
o The 10.18± acre site consists of two parcels. The southern parcel is developed with a 

religious facility in the R-2, Residential District. The northern parcel is undeveloped in the 
R, Rural District. The applicant requests the AR-1, Apartment Residential District to 
allow for a multi-unit residential development consisting of 196 apartment units across 
three buildings. 
 

o North of the site are single-unit dwellings in the R, Rural District. South and west of the 
site are single-unit dwellings in the R-2, Residential District. East of the site is a nature 
trail in the CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
  

o The site is within the planning boundaries of The North Central Plan (2002), which 
recommends the “Parkland” land uses at this location.   

 
o The site is located within the boundaries of the North Central Area Commission, whose 

recommendation is that of approval, voting unanimously. 
 

o Concurrent Council variance CV24-158 has been filed which includes variances to 
reduce the required building lines and perimeter yard.  That request will be heard by City 
Council and will not be considered at this Development Commission meeting. 

 
 
CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:   Approval. 
 
The proposed AR-1, Apartment Residential District will allow a multi-unit residential 
development that is inconsistent with Plan recommendations. Staff recognizes, however, that 
the building elevations and site plan’s high quality, including sensitivity to natural features, 
connectivity to the Alum Creek Trail, and the Plan’s recommendation that housing for all 
economic levels be promoted throughout the neighborhood, as mitigating factors for support of 
the use. 
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