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STATEMENT OF HARDSHIP 
 

 The uniqueness of this property poses hardships that can be mechanically 
overcome and have in fact been mechanically overcome by locating the processing 
Plant Premises on the high ground (outside of the EQ District) for which special 
permission from the City by way of Council variances is required.  By so locating the 
Plant Premises on the elevated ground outside the flood plain the EQ District can be 
used in an ecologically sound manner.  On December 17, 1979 the City Council passed 
Ordinance No. 2766-79 (the “EQ Zoning Ordinance”), which among other things, caused 
the subject site to be zoned for excavation and quarrying.  On February 25, 1980 the 
City Council passed Ordinance No. 344-80 (the “Flood Land Variance”), which granted a 
variance from Columbus Code §3385.07 Flood Land Development, to permit the 
establishment of quarrying operations on the Premises but which contained various 
restrictive stipulations including prohibiting de-watering (the practical effect of which was 
to limit quarrying operations on the Premises to sand and gravel).  On July 25, 1988 the 
City Council passed Ordinance No. 1557-88 (the “Processing Plant Variance”), which 
granted a variance from Columbus Code §3311.28 and §3363.19 to permit construction 
and operation of a sand, gravel and stone processing plant within the M-Manufacturing 
District upon the Plant Premises.  The purpose of The Olen Corporation’s Application for 
Council Variance is to amend the previously granted variances to permit the removal of 
limestone and to permit de-watering to remove that limestone, and to give effect to and 
implement Columbus City Council Ordinance No. 09991-207 effective July 11, 2007.   
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