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COUNCIL VARIANCE STATEMENT 
Applicant/Owner: You Know It Takes A Village LLC 

c/o Laura MacGregor Comek, Esq. 
17 S. High St., Ste 700 
Columbus, Ohio 2958 E. 11th Ave. 

Parcel Nos.:  010-066074
Zoning District: R4, Residential 
Date: July 30, 2024 

This Statement is provided in support of the Owner’s Council Variance application, to allow for a shared living 
facility, and for existing ancillary standards/uses to be varied in association therewith. 

The Site has been zoned R4 since 1928. The Owner wishes to utilize the home as a shared living facility, 
specifically for African American teenagers, released from juvenile detention centers and who would otherwise be 
homeless. The intention is to give young men a home, within a neighborhood/family/community, upon release. The 
owner plans to maintain 24-hour, on-site supervision with hired professionals. The request is for a maximum 8. This plan 
will keep young teens off the street.  

The Owner is in the process of obtaining all permits and approvals (State and County) for such shared living 
family. Proper zoning is a requirement of that process for approval. 

The following variances are hereby requested: 
3332.039 – to allow a shared use facility in the R4, Residential District. 
3312.49 – to reduce required parking spaces from 3 to zero (existing zero on-site parking). 
3332.25 – to reduce maximum side yard to 6 feet (existing, legal non-conforming condition). 
3332.26 - to reduce required side yard from 3 feet to 2 feet (legal, existing, non-conforming). 

This request is in keeping with the general character of the area, that being residential.  The proposed use is to 
incorporate the need for housing within a residential (home) and local community. And, the Site is immediately adjacent 
(east), of a local community church.  

The request for reduced parking is not significant – the likelihood of homeless 16 (and under) year olds owning a 
car is limited.  Furthermore, there is significant on street availability for parking, such that a larger family would be 
accommodated without the necessity for use variance.  There currently are no spaces ‘on site.’ The lot appears to be non-
conforming with no legal driveway or parking pad/garage in recent historical records. 

There will be no effect on the neighbors, as this use is residential and again similar to a larger family that would 
utilize a larger single family home. The request has no effect on the delivery of city governmental services. In fact, this 
request will assist the State of Ohio to facilitate this important residential housing service. 

For these reasons, the Applicants respectfully request approval of these variances. 

Respectfully submitted, 

___/s/ Laura MacGregor Comek ___ 
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