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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
APRIL 11, 2019 
 
3. APPLICATION: Z19-015 
 Location: 6335 REFUGEE ROAD (43232), being 1.31± acres located on 

the west side of Gender Road, 330± feet south of Refugee Road 
(part of 530-218695; Greater South East Area Commission).  

 Existing Zoning: C-4, Commercial, and CPD, Commercial Planned Development 
Districts.    

 Request: CPD, Commercial Planned Development District (H-35).    
 Proposed Use: Car wash.    

Applicant(s):  Travis Saffell; c/o Jeffrey Lonchor; 2800 Corporate Exchange 
Drive, Suite 160; Columbus, OH 43231.  

Property Owner(s): TASKTW Properties, LLC; 2401 Buttonwood Road; Berwyn, OA 
19312.   

 Planner: Kelsey Priebe; 614-645-1341; krpriebe@columbus.gov 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

 
o The site is undeveloped with an exception of a billboard in the C-4, Commercial and 

CPD, Commercial Planned Development districts. The CPD portion of this site was part 
of approved rezoning #Z18-032. That rezoning also permitted a car wash; however, the 
site is under new ownership and requires site plan modifications. The applicant is 
requesting the CPD, Commercial Planned Development District for a portion of the 
parcel to permit an automatic car wash and C-4 uses. 
 

o To the north of the site across Refugee Road is vacant land in the L-C-4, Limited 
Commercial District. To the northeast is a fuel sales facility in the CPD, Commercial 
Planned Development District. To the west of the site, the remainder of the parcel is 
undeveloped land in the C-4, Commercial District. To the south and southwest of the site 
are single-unit dwellings in the S-R, Suburban Residential District. To the east across 
Gender Road is a commercial development in the C-4, Commercial District.  
 

o The site is located within the boundaries of South East Land Use Plan (2018), which 
recommends “Mixed Use 1” land uses for this location. Additionally, the Plan includes 
complete adoption of the Columbus Citywide Planning Policies (C2P2) design 
guidelines. 

 
o The site is located within the boundaries of the Greater South East Area Commission, 

whose recommendation is for approval.  
 

o The development text commits to a site plan and includes development standards 
addressing site access, landscaping, lighting, and graphics provisions. A variance to 
drive-up stacking area is included in this request. 

 
o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies Gender Road and Refugee Road as 4-2D 

arterials requiring a minimum of 60 feet of right-of-way from centerline.  
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CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:   Disapproval.   *Approval  
 
The requested CPD, Commercial Planned Development District will allow a car wash that is 
compatible with the development standards of adjacent commercial developments. The 
proposal is also consistent with the current zoning district and design guidelines of the 
Columbus Citywide Planning Policies (C2P2). While Staff is supportive of the use, the Division 
of Traffic Management requests a conceptual signage plan for the site circulation due to the 
potential for conflicts where the car wash exit meets the parking area and the nearby access 
point to the drives connecting to Refugee Road and Gender Road. The actual sign design can 
be performed as part of the site compliance review process, but the CPD site plan that is 
submitted to City Council in the ordinance will need to provide adequate circulation. Additionally, 
the Division of Traffic Management is willing to support a temporary one-way exit from the 
vacuum area onto Refugee Road during the remainder of the billboard lease based on a 
commitment to provide a two-way circulation aisle once the billboard lease is terminated. 
Revisions to the text and site plan are required to show the revised commitment per the Division 
of Traffic Management’s request.  
 
*NOTE: Conditions per the Division of Traffic Management have been met.  
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SITE 

Z19-015 

6335 Refugee Road 

Approximately 1.31 acres 

C-4, CPD to CPD 
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South East Land Use Plan (2018) 

 

SITE 

 

Z19-015 

6335 Refugee Road 

Approximately 1.13 acres 

C-4, CPD to CPD 
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