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STAFF REPORT 

DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
OCTOBER 13, 2005 

   
 
5. APPLICATION: Z03-048  
 Location: 5551 CHATTERTON ROAD (43232), being 5.16± acres located 

on the southeast corner of Chatterton Road and Falcon Bridge 
Drive (010-236412). 

 Existing Zoning: L-AR-12, Limited Apartment Residential District. 
 Request: L-M, Limited Manufacturing and CPD, Commercial Planned 

Development Districts. 
 Proposed Use: Limited commercial uses and self storage. 

Applicant(s): Timothy R. Foley; c/o Jeffrey L. Brown, Atty.; 10 West Broad 
Street, Suite 725; Columbus, Ohio 43215. 

           Property Owner(s): Affordable Housing Association; c/o Jeffrey L. Brown, Atty.; 10 
West Broad Street, Suite 725; Columbus, Ohio 43215. 

           Planner:  Shannon Pine, 645-2208; spine@columbus.gov 

  
 
BACKGROUND: 

    
o The 5.16± acre site is undeveloped, and is currently zoned L-AR-12, Limited Apartment 

Residential District.  The applicant requests the CPD, Commercial Planned 
Development, and L-M, Limited Manufacturing Districts for the development of limited 
commercial uses and a self storage facility. 

 
o To the north across Chatterton Road is a single-family subdivision in the R-2, Residential 

District.  To the east is a single-family subdivision in the L-R-2, Limited Residential 
District.  To the south and west is multi-family residential development in the L-AR-12, 
Limited Apartment Residential District. 

 
o The submitted development plan is comprised of three separate subareas.  Subarea 1, a 

request for L-M, Limited Manufacturing District containing 2.3 2.07± acres, proposes self 
storage units, day care, and office uses.  Subarea 2, a request for CPD, Commercial 
Planned Development District containing 1.59 1.82± acres, proposes C-1 commercial 
uses, but allows for larger maximum square footage for uses than the C-1 District allows.  
Subarea 3, a request for CPD, Commercial Planned Development District containing 
1.28± acres, proposes all subarea 2 uses, a restaurant, and C-2, Commercial District 
uses.  The submitted plan commits to a 15’ parking and building setbacks along 
Chatterton Road, and 25’ parking and building setbacks along Falcon Bridge and 
Matuka Drives.  A minimum 20-foot landscaped buffer area including a six-foot high 
wood privacy fence is proposed along the east property line for the adjacent single-
family subdivision. 

 
o Because the site is surrounded by three public streets it has been difficult to develop it 

as a multi-family residential complex.  The current zoning was established in 1997, and 
the site has remained undeveloped.  Staff can support neighborhood commercial uses 
and the self storage facility with the proposed development standards which will serve 
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the immediate residential population.  In addition, with the construction of sidewalks 
along Falcon Bridge and Matuka Drives and a bike path along the Chatterton Road 
frontage, an opportunity for pedestrian activity and reduced automobile trips exists.  

 
o The proposed development plan and text include use restrictions, exterior building 

commitments, pitched or gabled roofs, buffering, screening, landscaping, and lighting 
controls.   If self-storage units are developed in Subarea 1, the following commitments 
are proposed in order to achieve compatibility with the surrounding residential 
development: 

 
 A building shall be located parallel to Matuka Drive at the building setback 

line. 
 No exterior doors will be on the south side of that building except for any 

required fire doors.   
 The building material for the building(s) on the perimeter of the site will be 

split face block.    
 The same neutral color will be used for all of the building elements of the 

units, and each building will have a minimum 4/12 pitched roof. 
 
 

o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies Chatterton Road as a 4-2 arterial requiring a 
minimum of 50 feet of right-of-way from centerline.   

 
 
CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:  Approval. 
 
The requested CPD, Commercial Planned Development and L-M, Limited Manufacturing 
Districts would permit limited commercial development and a self storage facility.  The proposed 
development plan and text include use restrictions, exterior building commitments, pitched or 
gabled roofs, buffering, screening, landscaping, and lighting controls in consideration of the 
surrounding residential development.  With the proposed development standards, Staff can 
support neighborhood commercial uses and the self storage facility at this location. 
 
 
 
 
 
* The zoning district boundaries and acreages were slightly adjusted for Subareas 1 and 2 on 
January 12, 2006. 
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