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STATEMENT IN SUPPORT

Application: CV24 - 031______________
Location: 5811 Sawmill Road (43017), located on the south-west corner of the intersection of 
Sawmill Road and Cranston Drive (590-138000; Northwest Civic Association).
Existing Zoning: CPD 
Request: Variance to Section 3361.02 to permit C-3 community scale commercial uses. 
Proposal: To expand the site’s permitted uses to allow C-3 community scale commercial uses. 
Applicant(s): First Merchants Bank c/o Scott Clark
200 East Jackson Street, Muncie, Indiana 47305 
Attorney/Agent: David Hodge, Underhill and Hodge LLC, Atty. 
8000 Walton Parkway, Suite 260, New Albany, Ohio 43054 

The Applicant submits this statement in support of its council variance application. The 1.4-acre 
site is located at 5811 Sawmill Road, on the south-west corner of the intersection of Sawmill Road 
and Cranston Drive.  

This site is Subarea 4 of a larger 14-subarea Commercial Planned Development rezoning from 
1978 (Ord. 2271-78, Z78-085). That legislation set forth development standards for the site which 
included lighting, signage, setbacks, environmental treatment, traffic, and open space. The 
legislation also restricted the site’s permitted uses to C-2 office commercial uses. The site was 
subsequently developed in accordance with the CPD development standards and operates today as 
a bank.  

The adjacent property to the north (across Cranston Drive) is zoned CPD and permits C-4 regional 
scale commercial uses. The adjacent property to the east (across Sawmill) is zoned CPD and 
permits certain C-4 regional scale commercial uses and C-5 highway oriented commercial uses. 
The Ohio State Airport is also located east of the site. The adjacent property to the south is zoned 
PUD-8 and is a residential development. The adjacent property to the west is zoned AR-12 and is 
developed with a small apartment. 

The site is located within the boundary of the Northwest Civic Association and the Northwest Plan 
(2016). The Plan recommends Mixed Use 1 classification of uses for the site. This is a commercial 
classification which also supports residential uses. Also, this site is also located within the Sawmill 
& 161 Zone-In corridor.  

The owner desires to expand the site’s permitted uses to include C-3 community scale commercial 
uses and introduce a retail component to the property. The Applicant does not propose any new 
development and it does not wish to change any of the site’s existing CPD development 
commitments. Rather, the owner requests a use variance so that both office and community scale 
retail uses may operate within the existing structure. Therefore, the Applicant respectfully requests 
the following use variance: 

1. Section 3361.02 – The Applicant requests a variance to permit C-3 community scale commercial 
uses within the commercial planned development district.
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The Applicant submits that the requested use variance to permit community scale commercial uses 
will not adversely affect the surrounding property or surrounding neighborhood. This site is located 
on a commercial intersection and along a commercial corridor. The land use plan recommends 
commercial uses for this site and it is identified as a property within the Sawmill & 161 Zone-In 
corridor. Therefore, the Applicant’s proposed community scale commercial uses are compatible 
with the current and future surrounding property and neighborhood.

The Applicant suffers an economic hardship because a significant portion of its building is unused. 
The Applicant is inhibited because the site’s existing entitlements only permit office uses. The 
Applicant has a plan to create a tenant space within the building for a retail use. The requested use 
variance to permit C-3 uses is the only viable means to alleviate this hardship. Without the 
requested council variance, the property will fail to realize its highest and best use.

Therefore, the Applicant respectfully requests that City Council grant the requested use variance. 
The introduction of community scale commercial uses is in line with the planning documents for 
this site and neighborhood and the proposed use will not cause any serious detriment. Granting the 
requested use variance is within the spirit and intent of the Zoning Code.

Respectfully submitted,

____________________
David Hodge
Attorney for Applicant
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Standardized Recommendation Form
111 N Front Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215

  Case Number

  Address

  Group Name

Council Variance
Rezoning
Graphics Variance / Plan / Special Permit

  Vote

Recommending Group Title

e-mail

CV24-031

5811 SAWMILL ROAD

NORTHWEST CIVIC ASSOCIATION

1 May 2024

Trustees are in support of this request (without a ROW dedication).

6-0 recommend approval

Monica Tuttle, Zoning Chair
Digitally signed by Monica Tuttle, Zoning Chair 

DN: cn=Monica Tuttle, Zoning Chair, o=NWCA, ou, email=NWCAZoning@gmail.com, c=US 

Date: 2024.05.06 20:13:55 -04'00'

Northwest Civic Association

614-565-2407
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