
CITY COUNCIL – ZONING COMMITTEE 
STAFF REPORT 
COUNCIL VARIANCE 

APPLICATION: CV25-128 
Location: 711 PARK RD. (43085), being 1.7± acres located at the west corner of 

Park Road and Worthington-Galena Road (610-166614; Far North 
Columbus Communities Coalition). 

Existing Zoning: CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
Proposed Use: Exercise and gym facility. 
Applicant(s): Jonathan Marsh; c/o Todd Levin; 1313 East Broad Street, Suite 201; 

Columbus, OH 43205 
Owner(s): 711 Worthington OH LLC; 549 Empire Boulevard; Brooklyn, NY 11225 
Planner: Brandon Carpenter; 614-645-1574; bmcarpenter@columbus.gov 

BACKGROUND: 

o The site consists of one parcel developed with a former pharmacy and drug store in the
CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. The requested Council variance will
allow the existing building to be repurposed into an exercise and gym facility. No other
variances are included in this request

o A Council variance is required because the CPD, Commercial Planned Development
District prohibits all uses except for pharmacy and drug store uses in addition to associated
accessory uses.

o North, west, and south of the site are single-unit dwellings in the R, Rural District. East of
the site is a multi-unit residential development in the AR-12, Apartment Residential District.
Southeast of the site is an undeveloped parcel in the L-C-4, Limited Commercial District.

o The site is located within the planning boundaries of the Far North Area Plan (2014),
which recommends “Commercial (Community)” land uses for this location. Additionally,
the site is under consideration for an updated land use recommendation of “Mixed Use 1”
with the Columbus Growth Strategy (2026).

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Far North Columbus Communities
Coalition whose recommendation is for approval.

o Practical difficulties were not considered since no standard variances are proposed with
this request.

CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION: Approval. 

Staff note that this proposal is consistent with the Far North Area Plan’s land use 
recommendation of “Commercial (Community)” land uses at this location and the Plan’s 
recommendation to reuse existing commercial and office development as appropriate and 
therefore is supportive of the request. Additionally, the site is under consideration for an updated 
land use recommendation of “Mixed Use 1” with the Columbus Growth Strategy, which is 
consistent with the requested use. 
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