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CITY COUNCIL – ZONING COMMITTEE 
STAFF REPORT 
COUNCIL VARIANCE 
 
 APPLICATION: CV24-116 
 Location: 295 REEB AVE. (43207), being 0.90± acres at the southeast 

corner of Reeb Avenue and South 8th Street (010-035124 and 
010-066897; Columbus South Side Area Commission). 

 Existing Zoning: R-3, Residential District.   
 Proposed Use: Social services center. 

Applicant(s):  Star House; c/o Joanne Goldhand, Atty.; 250 West Street, 7th 
Floor; Columbus, OH 43215. 

Property Owner(s): The Most Revered Earl K. Fernandes, Bishop of the Catholic 
Diocese of Columbus; c/o Bishop Frederick Campbell; 198 East 
Broad Street; Columbus, OH 43215. 

Planner:     Joe Rose; 614-645-3526; jmrose@columbus.gov 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 

 
o The site consists of two parcels developed with a religious facility and a single-unit 

dwelling in the R-3, Residential District. The requested Council variance will allow the 
religious facility to be converted into a non-profit social services center.  
 

o A Council variance is required because the R-3, Residential District does not allow a 
institutional uses such as the proposed social services center. 
 

o To the north is a community center in the R-3, Residential District. To the west is a two-
unit dwelling in the R-2F, Residential District. To the east and south are single-unit 
dwellings in the R-3, Residential District. 
 

o The site is located within the planning boundaries of the South Side Plan (2014), which 
recommends “Institutional” land uses at this location, consistent with the proposed use.  
 

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Columbus South Side Area Commission, 
whose recommendation is for approval. 
 

o Staff concurs with the applicant’s analysis of the seven practical difficulties in achieving 
the proposed use with regards to the reduction in required parking. 
 

 
CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:   Approval 
 
The requested Council variance will allow an existing religious facility to be converted into a 
non-profit social services center. Staff support the request as the proposed use is consistent 
with the Plan’s land use recommendation for “institutional” uses at this location, and does 
introduce an incompatible use to the area. 
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Council Variance Application
111 N Front Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215

Page 3 of 9 ba 07/24

STATEMENT OF HARDSHIP

The following factors shall be used in determining whether the applicant has encountered practical 
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Council Variance Application
111 N Front Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215
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(use separate page if needed or desired):

Signature of Applicant Date
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CV24-116 
295 Reeb Ave. 

Approximately 0.90 acres 

 

SITE 
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Standardized Recommendation Form
111 N Front Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215

  Case Number

  Address

  Group Name

Council Variance
Rezoning
Graphics Variance / Plan / Special Permit

  Vote

Recommending Group Title

e-mail

CV24-116

295 REEB AVE.

COLUMBUS SOUTH SIDE AREA COMMISSI

October 22, 2024

Application is unanimously approved at the civic, zoning committee & full commission levels.

11-0-0

Kathryn F. Green Digitally signed by Kathryn F. Green 
Date: 2024.10.22 20:52:45 -04'00'

Zoning Chair

614-565-1476
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