
STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
FEBRUARY 9, 2023 
 
4. APPLICATION:    Z22-062  
 Location: 1115 STELZER RD. (43219), being 35.17± acres located at the 

northwest corner of Stelzer Road and East Seventeenth Avenue 
(part of 010-146775 and 445-286333; East Columbus Civic 
Association). 

 Existing Zoning: R, Rural District and M-2, Manufacturing District.  
 Request: M, Manufacturing District (H-35). 
 Proposed Use. Parking lot.     

Applicant(s):  Columbus Regional Airport Authority; c/o Suzanne Bell; 4600 
International Gateway; Columbus, OH 43219.  

Property Owner(s): Laura MacGregor Comek, Atty.; 17 South High Street, Suite 
700; Columbus, OH 43219.    

 Planner: Kelsey Priebe; 614-645-1341; krpriebe@columbus.gov 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

 
o The 35.17± acre site consists of two parcels in the R, Rural District and M-2, 

Manufacturing District developed with a parking lot for the John Glenn Columbus 
International Airport. A portion of the site is subject to Council Variance CV07-014; 
Ordinance #1068-2007, which permits the parking lot. That ordinance was conditioned 
on the applicant filing a rezoning application for the subject property and any adjacent 
properties owned and /or operated by the Columbus Regional Airport Authority within ten 
months from the effective date of the ordinance (6/29/2008). The requested M, 
Manufacturing District will permit the continued use of the parking lot and satisfy the 
condition of Ordinance #1068-2007. 
 

o To the north of the site is International Gateway in the R-1, Residential District. To the 
south is undeveloped land, owned by the Columbus Regional Airport Authority, in the M-
2, Manufacturing District. To the east, across Seltzer Road, is a parking lot for John 
Glenn Columbus International Airport, in the M, Manufacturing District. To the west is 
undeveloped land in the M, Manufacturing District. 
 

o Concurrent CV22-082 has been filed to vary landscaping, screening and parking space 
size requirements. That request will be heard by City Council and will not be considered 
at this Development Commission meeting.  
 

o The site is within the planning area of the East Columbus Neighborhood Plan (2012), 
which recommends “Institutional” land uses at this location and the Port Columbus Joint 
Economic Development Strategy Plan (2008) which recommends “Airport” land uses are 
this location. Additionally, this site is subject to the Port Columbus International Airport 
Environs Overlay.  
 

o The site is located within the boundaries of the East Columbus Civic Association, whose 
recommendation is for approval. 
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o The Columbus Multimodal Thoroughfare Plan (2019) identifies this portion of Stelzer 

Road as a Suburban Commuter Corridor arterial requiring a minimum of 120 feet of 
right-of-way from centerline.  
 
 

CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:   Approval. 
 
The requested M, Manufacturing District will permit the existing parking lots and satisfies a 
condition of Ordinance #1068-2007. The proposal is consist with the Plans’ recommendations 
for airport-related uses. Planning Division staff continues to encourage the applicant to plant 
street trees, but does not condition support on this request. To note, the Division of Traffic 
Management is verifying the status of the public right-of-way within this site. It is the intent of the 
Division of Traffic Management to achieve resolution of their comments prior to approval of the 
final site compliance plan associated with this proposal. 
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East Columbus Neighborhood Plan (2012) 
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Port Columbus Area Development Partnership and 

Joint Economic Development Strategy Land Use Plan 
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