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STAFF REPORT 

DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
MARCH 11, 2010 
 
 
2. APPLICATION: Z09-042 (ACCELA # 09335-00000-00368)  
 Location: 2441 THIMBLEBERRY ROAD (43207), being 1.1± acres located 

at the southeast corner of Alum Creek Drive and Thimbleberry 
Road. (Far South Columbus Area Commission, 530-104473) 

 Existing Zoning: ARLD, Apartment Residential District. 
 Request:                        L-C-4, Limited Commercial District. 
 Proposed Use: Retail development.  

 Applicant(s): DGJL LLC; c/o David L. Hodge, Atty.; Smith and Hale; 37 West 
Broad Street, Suite 725; Columbus, OH 43215. 

 Property Owner(s): Rebecca Shaeffer; 346 Lakeside Drive, Westerville, OH 43081. 
   Planner:     Dana Hitt, AICP, 645-2395, dahitt@columbus.gov 
  
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
 

o The 1.1± acre site is undeveloped and is zoned in the ARLD, Apartment Residential 
District.  The applicant requests the L-C-4, Limited Commercial District for retail and 
office uses.   

 
o To the north is across Thimbleberry Road is a retail shopping center zoned in the C-4, 

Commercial District.  To the east are single-family dwellings zoned in the SR, Suburban 
Residential District.  To the west across Alum Creek Drive is concrete fabrication facility 
in the City of Obetz.  To the south is undeveloped land in the City of Obetz.  

 
o The site is located within the planning area of the South Alum Creek Neighborhood Plan 

(2003) which recommends single-family use for the site.  Given the location on an 
arterial street across from a concrete fabrication facility and across Thimbleberry Road 
from a retail shopping center, Staff finds that single-family residential land uses to be 
inappropriate and recommends deviation from the Plan. 

 
o The limitation text incorporates use restrictions, landscaping, and lighting controls that 

are more stringent than the adjacent commercial district to the north.  The applicant is 
providing for a cross access easement to the south.  The applicant is committing to the 
site plan and elevations. 

 
o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies Alum Creek Drive as a 4-2D arterial 

requiring a minimum of 60 feet of right-of-way from centerline. 
 

 
CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:   Approval. 
 
The requested L-C-4, Limited Commercial District will allow controlled retail and / or office 
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development.  The limitation text incorporates use restrictions, landscaping, and lighting controls.  
The applicant is providing for a cross access easement to the south.  The applicant is committing 
to the site plan and elevations.  Given the location on an arterial street across from a concrete 
fabrication facility and across Thimbleberry Road from a retail shopping center, Staff finds single-
family residential land uses to be inappropriate and recommends deviation from the South Alum 
Creek Neighborhood Plan (2003).   Due to the location of the site and the buffering provisions next 
to the residential uses, Staff finds the proposed development consistent with the zoning and 
development patterns of the area. 
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2441 Thimbleberry Road 
Approximately 1.13 acres 

ARLD to L-C-4 
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5558 Gender Road 
Approximately 7.07 acres 

R to L-C-3 


