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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
FEBRUARY 14, 2013 
 
1. APPLICATION: Z12-071 (ACCELA # 12335-00000-00735) 
 Location: 51 PARSONS AVENUE (43215), being 0.29± acres 

located at the northeast corner of Parsons Avenue and 
Oak Street (010-011656; Near East Area Commission). 

 Existing Zoning: CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
 Request:                        CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
 Proposed Use: Adding Eating & Drinking establishment. 
 Applicant(s): Matthew Mefferd; 49 Parsons Avenue; Columbus, OH 

43215. 
Property Owner(s): 49 Parsons LLC; 49 Parsons Avenue; Columbus, OH 

43215. 
Planner: Dana Hitt, 645-2395, dahitt@columbus.gov 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 

o The applicant seeks a rezoning to allow an eating and drinking establishment 
comprising more than 10,000 square feet as a permitted use in the CPD District.  
A portion of the ground floor of the building was retail and the CPD text would 
have to be amended for an eating and drinking establishment to start occupying 
that space.  

 
o To the north are multi-unit dwellings in the ARLD, Apartment Residential District.  

To the south across Oak Street is an office building zoned in the CPD, 
Commercial Planned Development District.  To the east across Parsons Avenue 
is parking lot zoned in the CPD, Commercial Planned Development District.  To 
the west is Interstate 71. 
 

o The applicant requests variances to maintain the existing 0 foot setbacks for the 
building on all sides and to have 45 fewer parking spaces than required by the 
Zoning Code.  Note that eight existing dwelling units above the ground floor in 
this building figure into this proposed variance. 
   

o The site is located within the planning area of the Near East Area Plan (2005), 
recommends higher density residential and mixed use development for Parsons 
Avenue.  The Plan also recommends that "Parking needs for commercial and 
residential areas must be balanced with the need to maintain the historic fabric of 
the community."  The Public Service Department supports the requested parking 
variance.  

 
o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies Parsons Avenue as a 4-2 arterial 

requiring a minimum of 50 feet of right-of-way from centerline.  
 

CITY DEPARTMENTS RECOMMENDATION: Approval.  
 

mailto:dahitt@columbus.gov
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The applicant has secured a parking agreement with a nearby institution which 
alleviates concerns of the Public Service Department regarding parking.  Given this, 
Staff finds the proposal to be consistent with the development and zoning patterns in 
the area. 
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51 Parsons Avenue 
0.29± acres 

CPD to CPD 
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