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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
MAY 10, 2012 
 
 
3. APPLICATION: Z12-016 (ACCELA # 12335-00000-00108) 
 Location: 200 GEORGESVILLE ROAD (43228), being 116.0± 

acres located on the east side of Georgesville Road, 
430± feet south of West Broad Street (570-216484; 
Greater Hilltop Area Commission). 

 Existing Zoning: R, Rural and L-C-4, Limited Commercial Districts. 
 Request:                        CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
 Proposed Use: Casino, Hotel and RV Park development. 
 Applicant(s): Central Ohio Gaming LLC; c/o Jeffrey L. Brown & 

Jackson B. Reynolds, Attys.; Smith and Hale; 37 West 
Broad Street, Suite 725; Columbus, OH 43215. 

Property Owner(s): CD Gaming Ventures LLC; 825 Berkshire Blvd; 
Wyomissing, PA 19610. 

Planner: Dana Hitt, 645-2395, dahitt@columbus.gov. 
 
  
BACKGROUND: 

 
o The site is the site of a former factory that is currently under development with a 

casino, hotel and an RV park.  At this time the structure of the casino has been 
largely completed, a substantial amount of paved parking has been completed 
and buffering consisting of a privacy fence and coniferous trees has been 
installed along the east property line.  The applicants are requesting the 60 foot 
height district however they have incorporated a variance to allow for a hotel up 
to 375 feet in height.  

 

o To the north are retail and car wash development and vacant land, in the CPD, 
Commercial Planned Development, and L-C-4, Limited Commercial Districts.  To 
the east are single-unit dwellings zoned in the R-2, Residential District.  To the 
south is a railroad in Franklin County.  To the west across Georgesville Road are 
retail developments and multi-unit dwellings in Franklin County.   

 

o The site is located within the planning area of The Greater Hilltop Plan 
Amendment (2010) which recommends mixed-use regional development for the 
balance of the site.  

 

o There are two site plans contained in the packet.  One depicts what was 
approved through Franklin County and is already built or currently being 
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constructed and is for the use of determining what has already been approved or 
built and is not binding.  The plan showing setbacks is the CPD plan the 
applicants are committing to.  The applicant’s text commits to street trees.  The 
applicants are committing to comply with future overlays if 50 percent or more of 
the site is demolished.  Due to provisions of the Constitutional Amendment that 
paved the way for this development, the applicants maintain they are not 
required to comply with any overlay but will do so to this extent. 

 
o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies West Broad Street as a 6-2, Arterial 

and Georgesville Road and as a 4-2D arterial, each requiring a minimum of 60 
feet of right-of-way from centerline. 

 
CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:  Approval. 
 
The requested CPD, Commercial Planned Development District will allow a casino, RV 
park and a hotel up to 375 feet in height. The CPD Text grants a height variance for the 
hotel only.  The applicants are committing to comply with future overlays if 50 percent or 
more of the site is demolished which they claim they are not required to do per the 
approved State Constitutional Amendment that approved the casino.  The requested 
rezoning is consistent with the zoning and development patterns of the area.  
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