
CITY COUNCIL – ZONING COMMITTEE 
STAFF REPORT 
COUNCIL VARIANCE 

APPLICATION: CV24-092 
Location: 2025 LEONARD AVE. (43219), being 1.37± acres located at the 

southwest corner of Leonard Avenue and Brentnell Avenue 
(010-055122 & 010-047757; North Central Area Commission). 

Pending Zoning: L-M, Limited Manufacturing District.
Proposed Use: Bus repair facility and parking lot.
Applicant(s):  V.A.T. Inc.; c/o Jackson Reynolds, III, Atty.; 37 West Broad

Street, Suite 460; Columbus, OH 43215.
Property Owner(s): Knot Your Bus LLC; 2407 Leonard Avenue; Columbus, OH

43219.
Planner: Brandon Carpenter;614-645-1574;bmcarpenter@columbus.gov

BACKGROUND: 

o The requested Council variance will allow for reduced development standards.
Variances for landscaping and screening, parking setback line, and building setback line
are included in this request.

o A Council variance is required because the pending L-M, Limited Manufacturing District
does not allow the reductions of the proposed development standards.

o North of the site is a manufacturing facility in the M, Manufacturing District. South of the
site is an undeveloped parcel in the AR-12, Apartment Residential District. East of the
site is a bus storage facility in the C-4, Commercial District. West of the site are single-
unit dwellings in the C-4, Commercial District.

o The Applicant has received a recommendation of approval from Staff and from the
Development Commission for a concurrent rezoning request (Z24-031) to the L-M,
Limited Manufacturing District.

o The site is within the planning boundaries of the North Central Plan (2002), which
recommends “Open Space” land uses at this location.

o The site is located within the boundaries of the North Central Area Commission whose
recommendation is for approval.

o Staff concurs with the applicant’s analysis of the seven practical difficulties in achieving
this proposed development.

CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:   Approval 

Staff recognize new plantings and landscaping along Brentnell Avenue as a mitigating factor for 
support of the request to move the tree island to the end of the drive aisle. 
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SITE 

CV24-092 
2025 Leonard Ave.  

Approximately 1.37 acres 
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