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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
JANUARY 13, 2005 
 

   
 
4. APPLICATION: Z04-094 
 Location: 4490 SUNBURY ROAD (43219), being 12.07± acres located at 

the northeast corner of Sunbury Road and Easton Way (010-
256976; Northeast Area Commission). 

 Existing Zoning: L-M, Limited Manufacturing District. 
 Request: L-M, Limited Manufacturing District. 
 Proposed Use: Automobile service center. 
 Applicant(s): Germain Real Estate Company, LLC; c/o Jeffrey L. Brown, Atty.; 

Smith and Hale; 37 West Broad Street, Suite 725; Columbus, 
OH 43215. 

 Property Owner(s): The Applicant. 
 Planner: Shannon Pine, 645-2208, spine@columbus.gov 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 

o The undeveloped 12.07± acre site is zoned in the L-M, Limited Manufacturing District, 
and the applicant requests the L-M, Limited Manufacturing district to replace the 
limitation text to allow a combination service facility, car wash, auto body repair, and 
satellite storage lot for a car dealer ship on Morse Crossing. In July, 2004, the property 
directly north of the site was rezoned to allow similar uses.  The dealership is expanding 
their business on Morse Crossing to include a different make; the proposed zoning will 
permit a satellite facility to serve that new business. The existing L-M, Limited 
Manufacturing District was established in 1995 as a part of a larger zoning that permitted 
many of the retail, office, and warehouse buildings of the Easton development.  The 
requested L-M District will add automobile service, car wash, automotive repair, and 
automobile storage as permitted uses which are not permitted within the 1995 zoning.  

 
o To the north is vacant land intended to be used as an automobile service center in the L-

M, Limited Manufacturing District. To the east is a retail center (Easton Market) zoned in 
the L-M, Limited Manufacturing District. To the south across Easton Way is undeveloped 
land and a warehouse/distribution center zoned in the L-M, Limited Manufacturing 
District. To the west across Sunbury Road is a park zoned in the L-R, Limited 
Residential District. 

 
o The limitation text includes all of the development standards applicable to the Easton 

development, and commits to a landscape plan. 
 

o This site lies within the boundaries of the Northeast Area Commission whose 
recommendation had not been received at the time this report was prepared.   

 
o The site is within the planning area of the Northeast Area Plan (1994), which 

recommends mixed commercial and warehousing uses as the most appropriate land 
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use. 
 

o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies Sunbury Road as a 4-2 arterial requiring 50 
feet of right-of-way from centerline.    

 
 
CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:   Approval. 
 
The applicant requests the L-M, Limited Manufacturing District for an automobile service center 
that will serve a dealership located on Morse Crossing.  The zoning is necessary to add 
automobile service, car wash, automotive repair, and automobile storage as permitted uses to 
the existing L-M, Limited Manufacturing District.  The limitation text includes all of the 
development standards applicable to the Easton development, and commits to a landscape 
plan.  The proposed L-M, Limited Manufacturing District is consistent with the recommendations 
of the Northeast Area Plan (1994), and the zoning and development patterns of the area. 
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