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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
MAY 13, 2010 
 
3. APPLICATION: Z10-003 (ACCELA # 10335-00000-00021)  
 Location: 4747 SAWMILL ROAD (43232), being 9.85± acres located at the west 

side of Sawmill Road, 206± feet south of Hayden Run Road (590-
182469). 

 Existing Zoning: CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
 Request:                        CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
 Proposed Use: Adding a drive-through pharmacy pick up window.  

Applicant(s): Giant Eagle Inc; c/o Jackson B. Reynolds III, Atty.; Smith & Hale; 37 West 
Broad Street, Suite 725; Columbus, OH 43215. 

Property Owner(s): Inland Western Columbus Sawmill LLC; 2901 Butterfield Road; Oak 
Brook, IL 60523. 

  Planner:     Dana Hitt, AICP, 645-2395, dahitt@columbus.gov 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 

o The site is developed with an existing grocery and zoned in the CPD, Commercial Planned 
Development District.  The applicants request the CPD, Commercial Planned Development District 
to add a drive-through pharmacy.   

 
o To the north is a retail development in the CPD, Commercial Planned Development District and 

further to the north across Hayden Road are a gas station and a shopping center zoned in the CPD, 
Commercial Planned Development and C-4, Commercial Districts respectively.  To the south are a 
medical office building and single-unit dwellings in the City of Upper Arlington.  To the east across 
Sawmill Road is an extended stay hotel and grocery store zoned in the in the L-C-3, Limited 
Commercial and L-C-4, Limited Commercial Districts respectively.     

 
o The site is located within the boundaries of The Northwest Plan (2007), but no specific 

recommendation is provided. 
 
o The drive-through pharmacy will be located at the southeast corner of the existing building.  The 

CPD text prohibits operation of the drive-through pharmacy from 9 PM to 8 AM.    
 

o The applicants are requesting a variance to eliminate a part of the bypass lane for the pharmacy 
drive-through.  The applicants also are requesting variances to reduce the setback for the existing 
parking lot from 30 feet to 14 feet along the Sawmill Road and to reduce the existing sign setback 
from 15 feet to 2 feet due to right-of-way being dedicated.   

 
o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies Sawmill and Bethel / Hayden Roads as 4-2D arterials, 

requiring a minimum of 60 feet of right-of-way from centerline.    
 
 
CITY DEPARTMENTS RECOMMENDATION:  Approval.  The requested CPD, Commercial Planned 
Development District would allow for the addition of a drive-through pharmacy to an existing grocery store.  
The proposed drive-through pharmacy is located away from existing single-unit dwellings in Upper Arlington 
and the CPD text prohibits operation of the drive-through pharmacy from 9 PM to 8 AM to address concerns 
about noise.  Staff supports the variances to eliminate the part of the bypass lane for the pharmacy and to 
reduce the setbacks for the existing sign and parking due to the dedication of right-of-way.  The proposal is 
consistent with the zoning and development patterns of the area. 
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4747 Sawmill Road 
Approximately 9.9 acres 

CPD to CPD 
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5558 Gender Road 
Approximately 7.07 acres 

R to L-C-3 


