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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
FEBRUARY 8, 2007 
 
 
1. APPLICATION: Z06-083 
 Location: 3639 PARSONS AVENUE (43207), being 25.23± acres 

located on the west side of Parsons Avenue, 100± feet 
south of Crowley Road (010-111425). 

 Existing Zoning:           RRR, Restricted Rural Residential District. 
 Request:                        CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
 Proposed Use: Fire training facility. 
 Applicant(s): City of Columbus Facilities Management; c/o Beth Arden, 

Architect; Schorr Architects, Inc.; 230 Bradenton Avenue; 
Dublin, OH 43017. 

 Property Owner(s): City of Columbus; c/o Real Estate Management Office; 
109 North Front Street; Columbus, OH 43215. 

 Planner: Shannon Pine, 645-2208, spine@columbus.gov 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
o The site is zoned RRR, Restricted Rural Residential District.  It is a former Catholic 

high school site, and is now used by the City of Columbus Division of Fire for 
administrative offices and a training facility.  The applicant requests the CPD, 
Commercial Planned Development District in order to secure proper zoning for the 
existing structures, and proposes six to twelve new structures and two new parking 
areas as shown on the CPD plan and described within the CPD text. 

 
o To the north and south is single-family residential development in the SR, Suburban 

Residential, and R-2, Residential Districts, respectively.  To the east across Parsons 
Avenue is single-family residential development in the RRR, Restricted Rural 
Residential District, and an office development in the C-2, Commercial District.  To 
the west is multi-family residential development in the L-AR-12, Limited Apartment 
Residential District, an elderly housing facility in the L-I, Limited Institutional District, 
and undeveloped land in the RRR, Restricted Rural Residential District.   

 
o The CPD plan depicts the location of existing and future buildings and parking areas 

and the landscaping plan shows the existing and proposed tree plantings.  The 
proposal includes a minimum 25-foot landscaped buffer area along the north and 
west property lines and for the majority of the south property line with 65-foot parking 
and 205-foot building setbacks along Parsons Avenue.  The CPD text contains use 
restrictions and development standards that address building height, sidewalks, 
buffering, landscaping, screening, building design/materials, and lighting controls, 
and includes a parking space variance for 243 required parking spaces.  The parking 
space variance is justified because the new structures will be utilized by the 
occupants of the existing structures and will not be generating an increase of people 
coming onto the site. 
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o The site is located within the planning area of the draft Far Southside Plan, and it has 
been determined that the proposed use with the committed development standards 
is acceptable. 

  
o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies Parsons Avenue as a 4-2 arterial 

requiring a minimum of 50 feet of right-of-way from centerline. 
 
 
CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:  Approval. 
 
The applicant requests the CPD, Commercial Planned Development District to secure 
proper zoning for the existing structures that comprise the City of Columbus fire training 
facility and office complex, and to allow the construction for up to twelve new structures 
and two new parking areas.  The CPD text includes appropriate use restrictions and 
development standards for the proposal to be compatible with the surrounding 
residential development. 
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