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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
AUGUST 9, 2012 
   
3. APPLICATION: Z12-034 (12335-00000-00301) 
 Location: 5509 NORTH HAMILTON ROAD (43230), being 4.7± 

acres located on the west side of North Hamilton Road, 
792± feet south of Blendon Brook Lane. (010-210808). 

 Existing Zoning:           L-C-4, Limited Commercial District. 
 Request:                        L-C-4, Limited Commercial District. 
 Proposed Use: Pet Daycare with outside runs and boarding. 
 Applicant(s): The Myers Y. Cooper Company; c/o Jeffrey L. Brown & 

David L. Hodge, Attys.; Smith and Hale; 37 West Broad 
Street, Suite 725; Columbus, OH 43215. 

 Property Owner(s): Suburban Improvement of Columbus, Inc; P.O. Box 490; 
New Albany, OH 43054  

 Planner:  Dana Hitt, 645-2395; dahitt@columbus.gov 
  
BACKGROUND: 

 
o The applicant has applied to rezone this vacant site in order to develop a pet 

daycare with outside runs and boarding.  The applicant also wishes to remove 
some existing limitations regarding building materials and update the limitation 
text to take into account new zoning regulations enacted since the existing L-C-4 
was adopted.  The applicant is applying for a concurrent Council variance to 
allow outdoor runs along with this rezoning.  That Council variance will be 
considered by City Council when City Council hears this rezoning and is not part 
of the Development Commission hearing. 

 
o To the north is a retail used zoned in the L-C-4, Limited Commercial District.  To 

the south are multi-unit dwellings in the L-AR-12, Limited Apartment Residential 
District.  To the east, across Hamilton Road, is retail development in the L-C-4, 
Limited Commercial District.  To the west is vacant land zoned in the CPD, 
Commercial Planned Development District which is proposed for senior housing.   

  
o At the request of Staff the applicant has reoriented he proposed runs to face 

north away from any existing dwellings.  The closest existing dwellings are 
roughly 375 south of the proposed structure and the outdoor runs are oriented 
directly away from those.  The applicant’s attorney, whose firm handled the 
rezoning for the Senior Housing to be developed immediately west of the site 
states that the developers of the Senior Housing are aware of this proposal and 
do not object to it. 

 
o The L-C-4 text includes provisions for street trees and additional landscaping 

above that required by the Zoning Code.  Staff does not object to the applicant 
allowing additional building materials to be used or flat roofs to be employed 
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since those limitations were the applicant’s idea originally, and those provisions 
have been varied or waived frequently in this corridor.    

 
o The site lies within the Blendon District of the Northland Plan Volume II (2002).   
 
o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies Hamilton Road as a 4-2D arterial 

requiring a minimum of 60 feet right-of-way from centerline. 
 
 
CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:  Approval. 
 
Staff supports the proposed land use.  In addition to the applicant’s attorney’s assertion 
that the future owners of the future senior housing development is aware of this proposal 
and does not object and given the orientation of the outdoor runs away from the existing 
residences and the fact that the facility would be no closer than 370 feet from existing 
residences, Staff finds the proposed use to be compatible with the land use and zoning 
pattern in the area.  Staff does not object to the applicant allowing additional building 
materials to be used or flat roofs to be employed since those limitations were the 
applicant’s idea originally, and those provisions have been varied or waived frequently in 
this corridor.      
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