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Council Variance Application
111 N Front Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215
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STATEMENT OF HARDSHIP

Signature of Applicant Date

(use separate page if needed or desired):

Please see attached.

9.27.22
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STATEMENT IN SUPPORT 

 

Application No.: CV22-101 

Location: 1197 W. FIFTH AVE. (43212) 

Parcel: 010-063159 

Area Commission: Fifth by Northwest Area Commission. 

Owner(s): DeMond Investments 

Applicant(s): Paloma c/o Stella Giometti 

Attorney/Agent: Michael Shannon, Underhill & Hodge LLC. 

Date: September 27, 2022 

 

The site is located on the south side of West Fifth Avenue and just east of Northwest Boulevard. 

This area of West Fifth Avenue is a commercial corridor with surrounding residential uses. The 

Applicant requests a council variance to allow a freestanding storage structure in the rear of the 

property. 

 

The site is zoned C-4. The properties to the west and east are Columbus properties zoned C-4. The 

properties to the south and across an alley are Columbus properties and zoned R-4. 

 

The site is situated within the boundary of the Fifth by Northwest Area Commission and the Fifth 

by Northwest Area Plan. The Plan recommends mixed-uses for this and adjacent properties. This 

site is also situated within the West Fifth Avenue Urban Commercial Overlay. 

 

The Applicant operates a spa on this property. The purpose of this request is to allow a freestanding 

storage structure in the rear of the property. This is not a permitted use in the C-4 district so the 

Applicant respectfully requests the following variance: 

 

1. 3356.03 – C-4 permitted uses. The Applicant requests a use variance to permit storage as the 

primary use of a freestanding structure. 

 

City Council may grant a use variance if the use will not adversely affect the surrounding property 

or surrounding neighborhood and if granting of such variance will alleviate a difficulty which 

warrants a variance. 

 

The Applicant is a small business owner in the Fifth by Northwest commercial community. It 

operates a spa called Paloma on this property. Paloma has been fortunate enough to grow over the 

last few years and it has maximized the usable space within its unit. Unfortunately, the Applicant 

needs a small amount of additional storage space for its business operations and property 

maintenance. This is a difficulty which can be alleviated if the Applicant were permitted to have a 

freestanding storage structure in the rear of the property. 

 

The proposed freestanding storage structure will not adversely affect the surrounding property or 

neighborhood. The Applicant only proposes storage materials that are ancillary to business 

operations and property maintenance. For example, the building has a front façade with unique 

materials that require regular upkeep and maintenance. The Applicant proposes storing those 

materials in this structure so that the façade remains in top condition. The Applicant does not 
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propose storage of any materials that could be hazardous or noxious. The proposed freestanding 

storage structure is limited in size and placed in the rear of the building. The structure will not 

impact traffic patterns or government services. The Applicant and their customers are the only 

people who will be affected by this storage structure. 

 

The Applicant respectfully requests that City Council weigh these factors in its consideration and 

grant the requested use variance. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

________________________________ 

Michael Shannon, Attorney for Applicant 
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SITE 

CV22-101 

1197 W. Fifth Ave. 

Approximately 0.17 acres 
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 Fifth by Northwest Neighborhood Plan (2009) 
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Standardized Recommendation Form
111 N Front Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215

pbb 1/22

  Case Number

  Address

  Group Name

    Council Variance
    Rezoning
    Graphics Variance / Plan / Special Permit

  Vote

  Recommending Group Title

e-mail FAX

CV22-101

1197 W 5th Ave 

5th by Northwest Area Commission

3/7/2023

Area commission was supportive of the proposed use. 

4-1 recommend approval

Fifth by Northwest AC

215-740-2835
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