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STAFF REPORT 

DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
AUGUST 14, 2008 

 
 
5.  APPLICATION: Z08-034  

Location: 4943 NORTH HIGH STREET (43214), being 0.68± acres 
located at the northwest corner of North High Street and 
Rathbone Avenue, (010-109853 & 010-110530; 
Clintonville Area Commission). 

Existing Zoning: AR-1, Apartment Residential, & CPD, Commercial 
Planned Development Districts. 

 Request:                        CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
 Proposed Use: Parking lot expansion. 
 Applicant(s):  Central Ohio Transit Authority; c/o Brian Metz, Agent; 

TranSystems Corporation; 5747 Perimeter Drive, Suite 
240; Dublin, OH 43017. 

 Property Owner(s): Alex Couldais; 107 E State Street; Athens, OH 45701; & 
Central Ohio Transit Authority; 1600 McKinley Avenue; 
Columbus, OH 43214. 

 Planner: Shannon Pine; 645-2208; spine@columbus.gov 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
o The 0.68± acre site is comprised of two parcels, one which is developed with a 

COTA Park and Ride lot in the CPD, Commercial Planned Development District 
(Z02-108), and a vacant lot in the AR-1, Apartment Residential District. The applicant 
requests the CPD, Commercial Planned Development District to expand the parking 
lot northward onto the undeveloped parcel.  The site is located within the Community 
Commercial Overlay. 

 
o To the north are multi-family dwellings in the AR-1, Apartment Residential District. To 

the east across North High Street are a restaurant and a retail strip center in the C-4 
Commercial District.  To the south across Rathbone Avenue are single-family 
dwellings in the R-1, Residential District.  To the west are a parking lot in the CPD, 
Commercial Planned Development District, and vacant land and single-family 
dwellings in the R-2, Residential District.  

 
o The site is located within the boundaries of the Clintonville Area Commission whose 

recommendation is for approval of the requested zoning district. 
   
o The CPD text establishes the Park and Ride lot (with bicycle rack) as the only use 

permitted, and contains the same provisions as the current CPD District for parking 
setbacks, site access, landscaping and fencing, and lighting and graphics controls.  
Because of requested right-of-way dedication, a variance to the Community 
Commercial Overlay parking setback requirement from 25 feet to 15 feet is 
requested for the existing and expanded parking setback along North High Street.  
The development plan illustrates the parking layout and proposed landscaping.   
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o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies North High Street as a 4-2D arterial 
requiring a minimum of 60 feet of right-of-way from centerline. 

 
 
CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:  Approval. 
 
The requested CPD, Commercial Planned Development District will allow expansion of 
an existing COTA Park and Ride lot northward onto an undeveloped parcel.  The Park 
and Ride lot will be the only use permitted on this site, and the CPD text provides 
development standards for parking setbacks, site access, landscaping and fencing, and 
lighting and graphics controls.  The requested CPD, Commercial Planned Development 
District is consistent with the zoning and development patterns of the area.  
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4943 North High Street 
Approximately 0.68 acres 

CPD & AR-1 to CPD 
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