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STATEMENT OF HARDSHIP 

 

 

Linworth United Methodist Church is located at 7070 Bent Tree Boulevard, Columbus, Ohio 43235 on 

property currently zoned LC-4.  The Church, like a growing number of churches, has many members 

which wish to provide a means in which the remains of deceased members may be interred at the 

church property for visitation by relatives and the church membership before or after services.  

Linworth United Methodist seeks to accomplish these goals through construction of a columbarium on 

the side yard of the church building.  Columbariums contain small niches, in rows of columns, in 

which cremated remains will be interred.  Such a use will not adversely affect the surrounding 

neighborhood or properties and, in fact, will be visually similar to the current church building. 

 

The current Columbus Zoning Code does not provide a zoning district in which columbariums are 

allowed as they are technically cemeteries.  Cemeteries are prohibited uses under the current Columbus 

Zoning Code.  Therefore, a hardship exists that warrants a variance from the current LC-4 zoning and 

the Comprehensive Plan to allow for the construction of a columbarium on the indicated .451 acres of 

the current 10.92 acre parcel owned by Linworth United Methodist. 
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