
STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
JANUARY 12, 2023 
 
7.  APPLICATION: Z22-069 

 Location: 4885 TRABUE RD. (43228), being 12.93± acres located on the 

south side of Trabue Road, 230± feet west of Bolingbrook Drive 

(241-000038; Far West Side Area Commission).  

 Existing Zoning: R, Rural District. 

 Request: L-M, Limited Manufacturing District (H-35). 

 Proposed Use: Limited commercial and industrial development. 

 Applicant(s): Buckeye XO, LLC; c/o Rebecca J. Mott, Atty.; Plank Law Firm; 

411 East Town Street, 2nd Floor; Columbus, OH 43215). 

 Property Owner(s): Norfolk Southern Railway Company f.k.a. Pennsylvania Lines 

LLC; 3 Commercial Place; Norfolk, VA 23510. 

 Planner: Joe Rose; 614-645-3526; jmrose@columbus.gov 

 
BACKGROUND: 

 
o The site consists of a 12.93± acre undeveloped portion of a larger parent parcel zoned in 

the R, Rural District. The site has recently been annexed by the City and is pending a lot 
split. The requested L-M, Limited Manufacturing District will permit limited commercial 
and industrial development at this location.  
  

o To the north is undeveloped land in the L-M, Limited Manufacturing District. To the south 
is right-of-way for Interstate 70. To the west is an industrial and manufacturing facility in 
the M-2, Manufacturing District, and Prairie Township. To the east is partially developed 
industrial land and storage in the R, Rural District.  

 
o The site is within the planning boundaries of the Trabue/Roberts Area Plan (2011), 

which recommends “Light Industrial” land uses at this location. 
 

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Far West Side Area Commission, whose 
recommendation is for approval. 
 

o The limitation text establishes use restrictions and includes supplemental development 
standards that addresses height, traffic access, and graphics provisions.  
 

o At the time this Staff Report was written, the traffic access study was still in progress. 
There may be a need for additional access commitments or turn lane improvements 
based on the results of the approved traffic access study. 
 

o The Columbus Multimodal Thoroughfare Plan (2019) identifies this portion of Trabue 
Road as a Suburban Commuter Corridor requiring 120 feet of right-of-way. 
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CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:   Conditional Approval. 
 
The requested L-M, Limited Manufacturing District will permit limited commercial and industrial 
development at this location. Planning Division staff are supportive as the proposed use is 
consistent with the Trabue/Roberts Area Plan’s recommendation for “Light Industrial” land uses. 
The use is not considered to be an introduction of an incompatible use and is consistent with the 
development pattern in the surrounding area. Staff recommendation will be updated to approval 
upon an approved traffic access study, with necessary commitments added to the limitation text 
as required by the Division of Traffic Management.  All traffic related matters have been 
resolved to the satisfaction of the Department of Public Service. 
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