
CITY COUNCIL – ZONING COMMITTEE 
STAFF REPORT 
COUNCIL VARIANCE 

APPLICATION: CV26-026 
Location: 7210 LONG RD. (43110), being 14.8± acres located at the 

northeast corner of Long Road and Abbie Trails Drive (530-
137733 and 4 others; Greater South East Area Commission). 

Pending Zoning: L-AR-1, Limited Apartment Residential District.
Proposed Use: Multi-unit residential development.
Applicant(s):  Metro Development LLC c/o Jeffrey L. Brown, Atty.; 172 East

State Street, Suite 550; Columbus, OH 43215.
Property Owner(s): James and Christine Beaty; 7210 Long Road; Canal Winchester, 

OH 43110; Tamara Carey and Robert Martin; 7200 Long Road; 
Canal Winchester, OH 43110; and James and Shanda DeLong; 
7260 Long Road; Canal Winchester, OH 43110. 

Planner: Brandon Carpenter;614-645-1574;bmcarpenter@columbus.gov 

BACKGROUND: 

o The Applicant has received a recommendation of approval from Staff and from the
Development Commission for a concurrent rezoning request (Z26-011) to the L-AR-1,
Limited Apartment Residential District. The requested Council variance will allow a
reduced building setback line from 40 feet to five feet along Long Road for a 288-unit
apartment complex development.

o A Council variance is required because the proposed widening of Long Road to
incorporate a multi-purpose trail increases the required building setback line, but the
desired design element is to have buildings closer to the trail to encourage walkability.

o North, south and west of the site are undeveloped parcels in the PUD-6, Planned Unit
Development District. East of the site is a multi-unit residential development in the PUD-
6, Planned Unit Development District. West of the site is a single-unit dwelling in the
PUD-6, Planned Unit Development District.

o The site is within the planning area of the South East Land Use Plan (2018), which
recommends “Very Low Density Residential (<4 du/ac)” land uses for this location.
Additionally, the site is subject to Columbus Growth Strategy (CGS) Design Guidelines
(2026).

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Greater South East Area Commission,
whose recommendation is for approval.

o Staff concurs with the applicant’s analysis of the seven practical difficulties in achieving
this proposed development.

CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:   Approval 

Staff supports the proposed building setback variance as it allows desired site design elements 
including walkability in this area. 
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CV26-026 
7210 Long Rd. 

Approximately 14.8 acres 
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FOR USE BY: AREA COMMISSION / NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP
(PLEASE PRINT)

Standardized Recommendation Form
111 N Front Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215
Phone: 614-645-4522 ▪ ZoningInfo@columbus.gov ▪ www.columbus.gov/bzs

ba 01/24

LIST BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

  Case Number

  Address

  Group Name

Meeting Date

Specify Case Type BZA Variance / Special Permit
Council Variance
Rezoning
Graphics Variance / Plan / Special Permit

Recommendation Approval
(Check only one) Disapproval

  Vote

Signature of Authorized Representative

Recommending Group Title

Daytime Phone Number

Please e-mail this form to the assigned planner within 48 hours of meeting day; OR MAIL to: Zoning, City of Columbus, 
Department of Building & Zoning Services, 111 N Front Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215.
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	Case Number 3: Z26-011 & CV26-026
	Address 3: 7210 LONG ROAD
	Group Name 3: GREATER SOUTH EAST AREA COMM.
	Meeting Date 3: 3/24/2026
	BZA Variance / Special Permit box 3: Off
	Council Variance box 3: Yes
	Rezoning box 3: Yes
	Graphics Variance / Plan / Special Permit box 3: Off
	Approval 3: Yes
	Disapproval 3: Off
	Basis for recommendation 1: 
	Vote 3: 6 AYES, 0 NAY
	Recommending Group Title 3: Mark Harper
	Daytime Phone Number 3: 419-975-9138 - Public Phone Number


