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CITY COUNCIL – ZONING COMMITTEE 
STAFF REPORT 
COUNCIL VARIANCE 
 
 APPLICATION: CV26-036 
 Location: 3920 HAMILTON SQUARE BLVD., being 1.67± acres located at 

the southeast corner of Hamilton Square Boulevard and South 
Hamilton Road (530-219080 and 530-214681; Greater South 
East Area Commission). 

 Existing Zoning: L-C-4, Limited Commercial District. 
 Proposed Use: Drive-thru only coffee shop. 
 Applicant(s): Drew Ponton c/o Allan Wiley, Agent; GBC Design, Inc.; 565 

White Pond Drive; Akron, OH 44320. 
 Owner(s): Groveport OH Realty Ventures LLC; 700 Providence Highway; 

Norwood, MA 02062. 
 Planner: Brandon Carpenter; 614-645-1574; 

bmcarpenter@columbus.gov 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

 
o The site consists of two parcels developed with a former restaurant in the L-C-4, Limited 

Commercial District. The existing L-C-4 district allows limited C-4 uses and includes text 
commitments to signage and setbacks. The requested Council variance will allow a 
drive-thru only coffee shop with no indoor seating. A variance to deviate from the parking 
setback limitations contained in the limitation text of Ordinance #2194-87 (Z87-1530) to 
allow a reduced parking setback along South Hamilton Road from 25 feet to 18 feet is 
also included in this request. 
 

o A Council variance is required because the L-C-4 district does not allow drive-thru only 
uses with no indoor seating. 
 

o North and west of the site are restaurants in the L-C-4, Limited Commercial District. 
South of the site is a library in the L-C-4, Limited Commercial District. East of the site is 
a multi-unit residential development in the ARLD, Apartment Residential District. West of 
the site is an automobile repair facility in the L-C-4, Limited Commercial District.  
 

o The site is within the planning area of the Columbus Growth Strategy (2026), which 
recommends “Mixed Use 2” land uses for this location. 
 

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Greater South East Area Commission, 
whose recommendation is for approval. 

 
 
 
CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:   Approval 
 
The request is consistent with the Columbus Growth Strategy’s land use recommendation of 
“Mixed Use 2”. Staff notes the site plan demonstrates adequate screening between the drive-
thru and neighboring properties. 
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FOR USE BY: AREA COMMISSION / NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP
(PLEASE PRINT)

Standardized Recommendation Form
111 N Front Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215
Phone: 614-645-4522 ▪ ZoningInfo@columbus.gov ▪ www.columbus.gov/bzs

ba 01/24

LIST BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

  Case Number

  Address

  Group Name

Meeting Date

Specify Case Type BZA Variance / Special Permit
Council Variance
Rezoning
Graphics Variance / Plan / Special Permit

Recommendation Approval
(Check only one) Disapproval

  Vote

Signature of Authorized Representative

Recommending Group Title

Daytime Phone Number

Please e-mail this form to the assigned planner within 48 hours of meeting day; OR MAIL to: Zoning, City of Columbus, 
Department of Building & Zoning Services, 111 N Front Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215.
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	Case Number 3: CV26-036
	Address 3: 3920 HAMILTON SQUARE BOULEVARD
	Group Name 3: GREATER SOUTHEAST AREA COMM.
	Meeting Date 3: 4/28/2026
	BZA Variance / Special Permit box 3: Off
	Council Variance box 3: Yes
	Rezoning box 3: Off
	Graphics Variance / Plan / Special Permit box 3: Off
	Approval 3: Yes
	Disapproval 3: Off
	Basis for recommendation 1: - Developer work with Zoning Committee regarding sidewalks and traffic management while recommending providing data on traffic impact given location to major corridor
- Zoning Committee unanimously recommended for approval

- Commission heard updates to the plan and was provided traffic impact data and were pleased with the info
	Vote 3: 4 AYES; 0 NAYS
	Recommending Group Title 3: Mark Harper, Zoning Chair
	Daytime Phone Number 3: 419-975-9138


