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Whirlpool Corporation 

- Council Variance Application - 6661 Shook Road 

 

STATEMENT OF HARDSHIP 

 

 This statement is submitted in support of Applicant Whirlpool Corporation’s 

request for a variances related to the two-acre parcel located at 6661 Shook Road situated 

at the Northeast corner of the intersection of Shook Road and London-Groveport Road.  

The two-acre subject property is currently zoned for Rural Residential use and a variance 

is needed to permit its inclusion for Limited Manufacturing use until such time as the 

parcel can be rezoned to fit within the development described below.  Variances are also 

requested relating to its current Rural Residential zoning for side yard requirements and 

rear yard requirements for this development at the intersection of Shook and London-

Groveport Roads. 

 

 The two-acre subject property is adjacent to and surrounded on two sides by a 

larger, 162-acre parcel, located at 1912 London-Groveport Road.  This parcel is currently 

zoned for Limited Manufacturing and will house the Whirlpool Corporation’s new 

Regional Distribution Center (“RDC”) in close proximity to Rickenbacker International 

Airport.  In addition to its substantial investment, Whirlpool Corporation expects to 

employ 300 individuals at the new RDC by 2012. 

 

 The Applicant intends to file a rezoning application for the subject property in the 

near future.  However, council variances are necessary to establish proper used of the 

subject property for the uninterrupted development of the RDC while weather and time 

permit on both the 162-acre parcel and the subject property.  Upon rezoning, the subject 

property, which is currently vacant, will make up the Southeastern corner of the RDC 

development site.  Variances are requested and needed expeditiously to ensure the timely 

issuance of necessary construction permits and continued planning of the RDC. 

 

 Both the 162-acre parcel and the two-acre subject property are in close proximity 

to Rickenbacker International Airport.  Both properties are within the jurisdiction of the 

City of Columbus Comprehensive Plan, the South Central Accord and its amendments 

and are essential for the continued industrial development of the Rickenbacker 

development area.  The 162-acre parcel currently is zoned Limited Manufacturing in 

accordance with these development characteristics.  The approval of this council variance 

and eventual rezoning of the two-acre subject property will simply include it in within the 

same development characteristics as the parcel surrounding it. 

 

 A proposed site plan for the Whirlpool RDC is being submitted along with this 

council variance application.  The subject property lies at the Southeastern corner of the 

proposed site development plan and on which part of the RDC Building B will be 

located. 
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Variances Requested: 

 

 Applicant requests variances from the permitted use of the existing zoning district 

of the subject property as follows: 

 

(1) Variance from C.C.C.  Section 3332.02 – Rural Residential Use 

(2) Variance from C.C.C. Section 3332.26 – Minimum Side Yard 

(3) Variance from C.C.C. Section 3332.27 – Rear Yard Requirements 

 

 The variances from the above Sections of the Columbus City Code are necessary 

to bring the two-acre subject property into the same zoning classification as the 162-acre 

parcel surrounding it and upon which the Whirlpool RDC will be constructed.  Moreover, 

the additional variances are necessary for the construction of the RDC building structure 

and the parking space to be constructed on that site.  64 percent of the 6661 Shook Road 

parcel will be covered by pavement relating to the construction of parking at that site.  

Thus, variances from the Section 3332.25 - .27 side yard and rear yard requirements are 

necessary for the construction of the parking.  The remaining 36 percent of the two-acre 

parcel will be greenspace for landscaping and set backs from Shook Road and London-

Groveport Road.  

 

 At the time of rezoning the two-acre subject parcel, the entire tract upon which 

the RDC will be located will be established as Limited Manufacturing District zoning 

providing for the continued development and permitted use under current zoning and 

South Central Accord guidelines. 

 

 This request is consistent with current development guidelines and limitations of 

the South Central Accord for industrial development in this area.  The granting of this 

request will not adversely impact surrounding property owners in any way nor will it 

impair the delivery of governmental services.  The development will include 

transportation and interchange upgrades along Ohio State Route 317 and Shook Road 

currently being planned and negotiated with the City of Columbus and Ohio Department 

of Transportation.    The development on both parcels, along with a Northern parcel 

within the jurisdiction of the Village of Obetz, but being brought to Columbus by 

boundary modification, is bound on two sides by roadways and is consistent with other 

industrial use facilities adjacent to the RDC location. 

 

 For the reasons stated above, Applicant request the above-referenced variances 

from the permitted Rural Residential use and yard standards on the subject property to 

allow for Limited Manufacturing use, construction, and development of Whirlpool 

Corporation’s Regional Distribution Center proposed for the subject property and 

adjacent parcels. 
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 CV07-037 

6661 Shook Road 
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SCIOTO SOUTHLAND CIVIC ASSOCIATION OUR  

C/O Good Shepherd Church 

210 Obetz Road 

Columbus, Ohio 

43207 

 

 

 

October 18, 2007 

 

City Of Columbus 

Department of Development 

Building Services Division 

757 Carolyn Avenue 

Columbus, Ohio 43224 

 

To Whom It May Concern,  

 

This letter is in regards to the zoning of 6661 Shook Road, Columbus, Ohio 43137. 

Parcel number: 495-234996 

Applicant: Agent: Christopher N. Slagle, Esq. 

Property Owners: Pizzuti Land LLC 

Scioto Southland Civic Association has approved this rezoning by a majority vote 

of the membership taken at the Monday, October 8, 2007 meeting.  Should you 

have any questions, please contact me at 614-491-3270. 

  

Sincerely,  

  

Mindi Hardgrow, Secretary 

Scioto Southland Civic Association 
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Council of South Side Organizations 

Post Office Box 77542 

Columbus, Ohio 43207 

 

October 20, 2007 

 

To: Christopher Slagle @ Bricker & Eckler LLP 

       Shannon Pine, City of Columbus 

       Dick Makley, City of Columbus 

 

The Council of South Side Organizations endorses the request for Whirlpool 

Variance application # CV07-037.  This letter is to confirm that the 

membership voted in support of the request at the October 11, 2007 meeting. 

 

Council of South Side Organizations met with Whirlpool and Pizzuti 

regarding the council variance request and voted to approve the application. 

 

If you have any questions, contact Robert Patterson, Zoning Chair.  

Mr. Patterson can be reached at 491-0840. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Robert Patterson 

 

Robert Patterson  

Zoning Chair  
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