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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
JUNE 8, 2022 
 
 
9. APPLICATION: Z22-061  
 Location: 1171 CLEVELAND AVE. (43201), being 0.08± acres located on 

the west side of Cleveland Avenue at the intersection with Essex 
Avenue (010-044566; Milo-Grogan Area Commission).  

 Existing Zoning: AR-3, Apartment Residential District. 
 Request: CPD, Commercial Planned Development District (H-60). 
 Proposed Use: Automobile rental & charging station. 
 Applicant(s): Columbus Yellow Cab Co.; c/o Jackson B. Reynolds, Atty.; 

Smith and Hale, LLC; 37 West Broad Street, Suite 460; 
Columbus, OH 43215. 

 Property Owner(s): The Applicant. 
 Planner: Joe Rose; 614-645-3526; jmrose@columbus.gov 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

 
o The site consists of undeveloped parcel in the AR-3, Apartment Residential District. 

Additionally, the site is within the Milo-Grogan Urban Commercial Overlay (UCO) and 
the I-670 Graphics Control Overlay. The requested CPD, Commercial Planned 
Development District will permit the development of an electric vehicle rental facility and 
charging station. The proposed use will offer rental services for electric vehicles, while 
the parking lot will feature two outdoor charging stations accessible to the public. 
  

o To the north is a commercial structure and parking lot in the M, Manufacturing District. 
To the south is undeveloped land in the C-4, Commercial District. To the east are 
commercial warehouses in the C-4 and C-3, Commercial districts. To the west is a 
religious facility in the M, Manufacturing District.  

 
o The site is within the planning boundaries of Milo-Grogan Neighborhood Plan (2007), 

which recommends “Light Industrial” land uses at this location. The Plan also includes 
the early adoption of the Columbus Citywide Planning Policies (C2P2) Design 
Guidelines (2018).  
 

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Milo-Grogan Area Commission, whose 
recommendation is for approval. 
 

o The CPD text includes commits to a site plan and establishes use restrictions and 
supplemental development standards that address parking and access. Modifications to 
Code Standards to reduce the number of parking spaces from six to two, to allow 
stacked parking, to reduce the landscaping width requirements, and to reduce the 
building and parking setbacks along the Essex Avenue frontage are also included in the 
request. 
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o The Columbus Multimodal Thoroughfare Plan (2019) identifies this portion of Cleveland 
Avenue as an Urban Commuter Corridor requiring 100 feet of right-of-way. 

 
 
CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:   Disapproval. Approval. 
 
The requested CPD, Commercial Planned Development District will permit the development of 
an electric vehicle rental facility and charging station that is consistent with the Milo-Grogan 
Neighborhood Plan’s recommendation for “Light Industrial” land uses at this location. While the 
parking reduction aligns with both the Plan and C2P2 design guidelines, both also stress the 
importance of street trees, therefore Staff request that additional street trees be incorporated 
into the site plan. The Department of Public Service also requests revisions to include the 
additional right-of-way dedication that will be required. Prior to receiving support, the proposal 
must include the completion of the required dedication and approval of the right-of-way 
encroachment. All outstanding comments have been addressed to the satisfaction of City 
Departments. 
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