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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
AUGUST 11, 2022  
 
8. APPLICATION: Z21-094 (RECONSIDERATION) 
 Location: 782 & 744 N. WILSON RD. (43204), being 14.36± acres located 

on the east side of North Wilson Road, 530± feet south of Lowell 
Drive (570-213771 and 5 others; Greater Hilltop Area 
Commission). 

 Existing Zoning: L-C-2, Limited Commercial District, L-C-4, Limited Commercial 
District, L-M, Limited Manufacturing District, and R, Rural 
District.    

 Request: CPD, Commercial Planned Development District (H-35). 
 Proposed Use. Fuel sales, convenience store, and eating and drinking 

establishment and office development.  
Applicant(s):  SkilkenGold Development, LLC; c/o Andrew Richlen; 4270 

Morse Road; Columbus, OH 43230.  
Property Owner(s): Plaza Financial Group, LTD, et. al.; 2825 Lancaster Road; 

Granville, OH 43023. .           
 Planner: Kelsey Priebe; 614-645-1341; krpriebe@columbus.gov 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

 
o This proposal was considered at the March 10, 2022 Development Commission meeting 

and received a recommendation for disapproval (3-3 vote). The ordinance was 
submitted to City Council on March 18, 2022, but has not been scheduled on a Council 
Zoning meeting agenda. The applicant has consulted with City Council staff who agreed 
to request reconsideration of this rezoning proposal by the Development Commission. 
No changes to the March 2022 proposal have been made.  
 

o The site consists of six parcels; two of which are developed with former dwellings 
converted to commercial uses and an industrial building in the L-C-4, Limited 
Commercial and L-M, Limited Manufacturing districts, one developed with a single-unit 
dwelling in in the L-C-2, Limited Commercial District, and three that are undeveloped in 
the L-C-2, Limited Commercial and R, Rural districts. The requested CPD, Commercial 
Planned Development District will permit a fuel sales facility with convenience retail and 
an eating and drinking establishment in Subarea A, and a future C-2 Commercial District 
use in Subarea B.  
 

o To the north of the site is a multi-unit residential development in the L-ARLD, Limited 
Apartment Residential District, and a car wash in the C-5, Commercial District and L-M-
1, Limited Manufacturing District. To the south is undeveloped land and single-unit 
dwellings fronting on Fisher Road in Franklin Township. To the east are single-unit 
dwellings in the R-2, Residential, R-1, Residential, and SR Suburban Residential 
districts. To the west across North Wilson Avenue is industrial development in the M, 
Manufacturing District, and a single-unit dwelling in the SR, Suburban Residential 
District.  
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o The site is located within the planning boundaries of the Hilltop Land Use Plan (2019), 
which recommends “Employment Center” and “Open Space” land uses at this location. 
Additionally, the Plan includes adoption of the Columbus Citywide Planning Policies 
(C2P2) Design Guidelines (2018). 
 

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Greater Hilltop Area Commission, whose 
recommendation is for approval.  
 
 

o The development text commits to a site plan and building elevations, and includes use 
restrictions and development standards addressing setbacks, site access, landscaping, 
building design, and graphics provisions.  

 
o The Columbus Multimodal Thoroughfare Plan identifies this portion of North Wilson 

Road as a Suburban Commuter Corridor requiring 120 feet of right-of-way. 
 
 
CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:   Disapproval. 
 
The requested CPD, Commercial Planned Development District will allow a fuel sales facility 
with convenience retail and an eating and drinking establishment, and provides a subarea for 
future office commercial development. Planning Division staff acknowledges the inclusion of an 
office component with this development, but the predominant proposed use is fuel sales and 
convenience retail which is inconsistent with the Employment Center recommendation of the 
Hilltop Land Use Plan, and is therefore not supported. Staff supports the proposed site plan 
noting that is consistent with C2P2 Design Guidelines, including expanded tree preservation 
areas to include the site’s southern edge, landscaping and street trees along the North Wilson 
Road frontage to provide parking lot screening from the roadway, and additional landscaping in 
the site’s northeast corner around Blau Ditch. 
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Flood Map 
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