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Department Requesting Code Change: 

 

Drafter:    
 

Email and Phone: 

 

Columbus City Code Title Being Amended/Created/Repealed: 

 

What is the overall purpose of this code change? 

 

Why is this code change needed?  

 

Michael Halloran 

mrhalloran@columbus.gov; 614.645.4473 

The Division of Fire proposes creating Section 2509.11 Electric Fire Pump Installation. 

This code is a proactive fire protection measure to ensure an electric motor-driven fire pump has 
an emergency power supply in the event the primary electrical supply fails. The emergency 
power supply ensures the electric motor-driven fire pump continues to operate in the event of 
an interruption in electrical power during a fire.  

Currently, an emergency power supply for electric motor-driven fire pumps are not required in 
multi-family, wood-frame residential structures up to five stories. This code is needed to ensure 
a reliable supply of electric power for electric motor-driven fire pumps for multi-story, wood 
frame residential structures in the event the primary source of electricity fails. Fire pumps 
increase water pressure and flow from municipal water sources or water tanks to a fire 
suppression system, such as sprinklers, to ensure the system effectively suppresses the fire.  As 
water travels higher within a building and as sprinkler heads flow water during a fire, the water 
pressure within the system decreases. When the pressure decreases, the effectiveness of the 
fire suppression system decreases.  

An effective and properly functioning fire suppression system prevents the fire from spreading 
within a building. When the fire suppression system stops the spread of fire, the system provides 
additional time for occupants to escape a building and creates time for fire fighters to enter a 
structure, rescue and assist occupant evacuation, and complete extinguishing the fire.  

An electric motor-driven fire pump generally relies on the building’s electrical power to function. 
If the electrical power ceases—because of a general power outage or the fire interrupts power—
then the fire pump no longer can maintain the necessary water pressure and flow for the fire 
suppression system to function.   
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What would be the impact of not adopting this code change? 

 

Are there any operating or capital budget cost/savings implications for this code change?  

 

Describe the community engagement process regarding this code change. What residents, 

impacted parties, and constituents may be affected? Have they been engaged, and how so? 

How was their feedback incorporated (or not incorporated) into this code change? 

 

Will this code change take effect with the ordinance, or is there a delayed effective date? 

The impact of not adopting this proposed code is that a multi-story, wood-frame residential 
building up to five stories will not be required to include an emergency power supply to operate 
an electric motor-driven fire pump in the event of an electrical failure. During the plan review 
process, Building and Zoning Services typically request the installation of a generator as an 
emergency power supply for an electric motor-driven fire pump. Most developers comply with 
this request. However, at least one developer challenged the recommendation. Although the 
Ohio Board of Building Appeals upheld the City’s recommendation in that case, the Board’s 
decision may be different under a different set of facts. This proposed code would ensure that 
an emergency power supply is required for all electric motor-driven fire pumps in multi-story, 
wood-frame residential buildings up to five stories.  

There are no operating or capital budget costs. There may be savings that involve the response 
to fires, however, that savings is not capable of reasonable estimate or calculation.  

On April 10, 2025, Columbus Division of Fire Assistant Chief David Baugh presented the proposed 
code language to the Building Services Review Committee. The BSRC represents all City agencies 
involved in construction projects with the Building Industry Association of Central Ohio and 
private developers. There were no objections to the proposed code.  

The code change will take effective with the ordinance.  


