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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
JULY 10, 2008 

 
 
5. APPLICATION: Z08-027 
 Location: 1900 LONDON-GROVEPORT ROAD (43137), being 191.5± 

acres located at the northwest corner of Shook and London-
Groveport Roads (495-286103). 

 Existing Zoning: R, Rural, and L-M, Limited Industrial District. 
 Request: L-M, Limited Manufacturing District. 
 Proposed Use: Industrial development. 
 Applicant(s):  Whirlpool Corporation; c/o Christopher N. Slagle, Atty.; 100 

South Third Street; Columbus, OH 43215. 
 Property Owner(s):  Pizzuti Land LLC; 2 Miranova Place, Suite 800; Columbus, 

OH 43215. 
  Planner: Shannon Pine, 645-2208, spine@columbus.gov 
 
BACKGROUND: 

 
 

o The 191.5± acre site is zoned L-M, Limited Manufacturing, and R, Rural Districts.  Part of 
the site is subject of a boundary adjustment with Obetz, and as a result, this application is 
being handled as a comparable zoning request.  A two-acre tract at the southeast corner 
of the site was zoned to the L-M District in May 2008 (Z07-063).  The requested L-M, 
Limited Manufacturing District was submitted to zone the portion of the site from Obetz, 
change the transportation commitments of Z96-038, and consolidate all of the zoning 
districts of the proposed development (currently under construction) into one L-M  district. 

 
o To the north is a single-family dwelling in Hamilton Township, and a warehouse in Obetz. 

To the east across Shook Road is a restaurant in the C-3, Commercial District, and 
industrial development in the M, Manufacturing District.  To the south across London-
Groveport Road are vacant land and a single-family dwelling in Hamilton Township. 

 
o The site is located in the Rickenbacker District within the boundaries of the South Central 

Accord (2004), which recommends industrial uses for this location.  The Rickenbacker 
District contains buffering provisions for developments which are adjacent to less intense 
and residential uses. 

 
o The limitation text contains similar development standards of surrounding L-M Districts, 

including transportation and landscaping commitments.  The text also contains mounding 
and buffering provisions, but not in complete accordance with the South Central Accord 
recommendations. The applicant is still negotiating with the Planning Division on 
adequate buffering along the north property line, and will resolve any remaining issues 
prior to the City Council meeting. 

 
o As a result of the proposed development, extensive roadway improvements are needed.  

At the time that this report was written, not all of the required transportation commitments 
had been finalized.  The applicant will continue to work with Transportation Division to 

mailto:spine@columbus.gov


ORD # 1170-2008, Z08-027, Pg. 3  

finalize these commitments prior to the City Council meeting.     
 
o The applicant has filed a companion Council variance (CV08-020) for reduced building 

setbacks along London-Groveport and Shook Roads for the placement of eight-foot tall 
security fencing. 

 
o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies London-Groveport Road as a 4-2D arterial 

requiring 60 feet of right-of-way from the centerline.   
 
 
 
CITY DEPARTMENTS RECOMMENDATION:  *Conditional approval.   
 
The requested L-M, Limited Manufacturing District would permit industrial development with 
adequate limitations.  As a result of the proposed development, extensive roadway 
improvements are needed.  Not all of the required transportation and buffering commitments 
have been finalized, but Staff is confident that the applicant will continue to work with both 
the Planning Division and the Transportation Division to finalize these commitments prior to 
the City Council meeting. The request is consistent with the land use recommendations of 
the South Central Accord, and with the established zoning and development patterns of the 
area. 
 
 

* The applicant has resolved all Transportation Division and Planning Division issues.  Staff 
now recommends approval. 
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