
STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
MARCH 12, 2015 
 
 
1. APPLICATION:    Z14-057 (14335-00000-00908)  
          Location:                        5526 WEST BROAD STREET (43228), being 1.8± acres located on 

the north side of West Broad Street,360± feet west of Hilliard-Rome 
Road (570-187765; Westland Area Commission). 

 Existing Zoning: CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
 Request:                        L-C-4, Limited Commercial District. 
           Proposed Use: Expansion of retail garden center. 

 Applicant(s): Mouth of Wilson, LLC; c/o Jeffrey L. Brown, Atty.; Smith & Hale LLC; 
37 West Broad Street, Suite 460; Columbus, OH 43215. 

           Property Owner(s): The Applicant. 
           Planner: Eliza Thrush, 645-1341, ecthrush@columbus.gov     
 
BACKGROUND: 
 

o The property is undeveloped and zoned in the CPD, Commercial Planned Development 
District. The applicant proposes expanding the adjacent retail garden center located to the 
east into this parcel. The current zoning permits C-4 uses, but also commits to a site plan for a 
car wash. 
 

o To the east is a retail gardening center in the C-4, Commercial District, to the south are 
commercial uses in the CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. To the west is a car 
wash in the L-C-5, Limited Commercial District, and to the north is a dwelling the C-4, 
Commercial District.  

 
o The site is located within the boundaries of the Westland Area Plan (1994), which 

recommends office uses for the site. Staff supports deviation from the recommendation 
because the proposed expansion of the retail garden center is no more intense than the car 
wash that is allowed under the existing zoning. 
 

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Westland Area Commission whose 
recommendation is for approval.  

 
o The limitation text permits all C-4 uses, and includes provisions for street trees, parking lot 

screening, access, landscaping, and restrictions on the location of outdoor retail displays. 
 

o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies West Broad Street as a 4-2D arterial requiring a 
minimum of 60 feet of right-of-way from centerline. 
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CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:  Approval. 
 
This request, while inconsistent with the land use recommendations of the Westland Area Plan 
(1994), would allow the site to be developed in a manner consistent and compatible with surrounding 
uses. The existing CPD, Commercial Planned Development District, is tied to a site plan for a car 
wash. It is unlikely that a car wash will to be developed on this site since it is directly west of another 
car wash development. Furthermore, the proposed expansion of the retail garden center is no more 
intense than the car wash that is allowed under the existing zoning    
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SITE 

Z14-057 
5526 West Broad Street 
Approximately 1.8 acres 

Rezoning from CPD to L-C-4 
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