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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
MAY 12, 2016 
  
  
3. APPLICATION: Z16-009 
 Location: 5555 CLEVELAND AVENUE (43231), being 28.61± acres 

located on the west side of Cleveland Avenue, 240± feet north of 
Teakwood Drive (010-143750; Northland Community Council). 

 Existing Zoning: CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
 Request:                        CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
 Proposed Use: COTA transit center. 

Applicant(s):  Central Ohio Transit Authority; c/o Perry Payne; Resource 
International, Inc.; 6530 Presidential Gateway; Columbus, OH 
43231.  

Property Owner(s): Meijer Stores, LP; 2929 Walker Avenue Northwest; Grand 
Rapids, MI 49544. 

           Planner: James Burdin; 614-645-1341; jeburdin@columbus.gov 
  Shannon Pine; 614-645-2208; spine@columbus.gov 
BACKGROUND: 

 
o The 28.61± acre site is developed with commercial building zoned in the CPD, 

Commercial Planned Development District. The applicant proposes the CPD, 
Commercial Planned Development District to update the development text and site plan 
to permit a COTA transit center. 
 

o The site is bordered to the north and east by various commercial and institutional uses in 
the C-4, Commercial District; the CPD, Commercial Planned Development District; the I, 
Institutional District; the R, Rural District; and the Village of Minerva Park. To the south 
and west are single- and multi-unit residential development in the ARLD, Apartment 
Residential District; the L-AR-12, Limited Apartment Residential District; and R-1, 
Residential District.  

 
o The site is located within the boundaries of the Northland Plan, Volume I (2014), which 

recommends community-scale mixed uses for this location.  
 

o The development text allows uses permitted in the C-4, Commercial District with several 
restrictions. The text includes provisions for lighting, screening, and landscaping, and 
includes commitments to a site plan and elevations. The text also requests variances to 
landscaping, screening, and setback requirements. 
 

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Northland Community Council, whose 
recommendation is for approval as requested conditions have been met by the 
applicant.  
 

o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies Cleveland Avenue as a 4-2 arterial requiring 
a minimum of 50 feet of right-of-way from the centerline.  
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CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:   Approval. 
 
The requested CPD zoning classification would update the existing site plan and development 
text to allow a portion of the existing parking lot (Subarea A) to be redeveloped as a COTA transit 
center facility. The text and site plan for Subarea B have been updated to reflect the current 
code and existing conditions. The Northland Plan Volume 1 recommends mixed uses for this 
site and recommends the promotion of multimodal transportation, with an emphasis on 
encouraging transit access in the area. While staff prefers to avoid variances to landscaping and 
screening requirements where possible, the applicant has demonstrated that the conditions 
provided, including plantings, fencing, screening trees, and a canopy over the passenger 
boarding area, will mitigate a deviation from the code.  
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SITE 

Z16-009 
5555 Cleveland Avenue 

Approximately 28.61 acres 
CPD to CPD 
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Northland Community Council 

Development Committee 

Report 

March 30, 2016 6:30 PM 
Franklin County Job and Family Services 

(Use south entrance) 

1721 Northland Park Avenue (43229) 

 

 

Next meeting: April 27, 2015 

 

Meeting Called to Order: 6:35 pm  by chair Dave Paul 

Members represented: 

Voting: (18): Albany Park (APHA), Asherton Grove (AGCA), Blendon Chase (BCCA), Clinton 

Estates (CECA), Cooper Woods (CWCA), Forest Park (FPCA), Friendship Village (FVRA), 

Karmel-Woodward Park (KWPCA), Maize-Morse Tri-Area (MMTACA), Minerva Park (MP), 

Northland Alliance (NA), Northland Area Business Association (NABA), Preston Commons 

(PCHA), Rolling Ridge (RRSHA), Salem (SCA), Sharon Woods (SWCA), Village at Preston 

Woods (PWCA), Woodstream East (WECA).  Non-voting: NCC president Emmanuel Remy. 

Case #1: Application #Z16-009 (Rezone 28.6 AC± from CPD to CPD for construction of a 

new COTA Transit Center) 

Perry Payne/Resource International, Inc. representing 

Central Ohio Transit Authority 

5495 Cleveland Avenue (portion of Meijer site), 43229 (PID 010-143750) 

 The Committee approved (17-0 w/ 1 abstention) a motion (by MP, second 
by CWCA) to RECOMMEND APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS: 

1. That section 1, “Permitted uses,” of the CPD text pertaining to 
both Sub-areas A and B be modified to add “bars” and 
“nightclubs” to the lists of excepted uses.  (“Cabarets” already 
listed as an excepted use.) 

2. That the document presented as “Northland Transit Center 
Planting Plan L1.01” be incorporated in the application as the 
landscape site plan described in section 2 C of the text. 

Case #2: Application #CV15-078 (Council variance from §3363.01 to permit residential use 

in a C4 district) 

Rose and Alex Man (owners) 
6000 Beechcroft Road (former Northland Community Center pool site), 

43229 (PID 010-104134) 

 After presentation by and discussion with the applicants, the applicants 
requested to TABLE consideration of the application by the Committee to 
a future meeting date. 
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