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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
JUNE 9, 2016 
 
 
5. APPLICATION: Z16-006 (RECONSIDERATION) 
 Location: 3647 GENDER ROAD (43110), being 3.96± acres located on 

the west side of Gender Road, 202± feet south of Upperridge 
Drive (530-225024; Greater South East Area Commission). 

 Existing Zoning: CPD, Commercial Planner Development District. 
 Request:                        CPD, Commercial Planner Development District. 
 Proposed Use: Monopole telecommunications antenna. 

Applicant(s):  SBA Towers IX, LLC; c/o Stephen V. Cheatham, Atty.; Buckley 
King; 600 Superior Avenue East; Suite 1400; Cleveland, OH 
44114.  

Property Owner(s): T&R Development, Inc.; 3895 Stoneridge Lane; Dublin, OH 
43017. 

          Planner: Tim Dietrich; 614-645-6665; tedietrich@columbus.gov  
  Shannon Pine; 614-645-2208; spine@columbus.gov 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

    
 

o This request was recommended for disapproval by the Development Commission at the 
May 2016 meeting.  The revised proposal places the monopole telecommunications 
antenna to the north of the adjacent fire station, increasing the distance from the base of 
the antenna to the nearest residentially zoned property to 140 feet.  The 3.96± acre site 
consists of a single undeveloped parcel zoned CPD, Commercial Planned Development 
District. The requested CPD, Commercial Planned Development District will permit the 
applicant to construct a monopole telecommunications antenna that is not shown on the 
current CPD site plan.     
 

o North of the site is a bank zoned in the CPD, Commercial Planned Development District, 
and a single-unit subdivision zoned in the SR, Suburban Residential District across 
Upperridge Drive. To the south and west are apartment buildings zoned in the L-AR-12, 
Apartment Residential District, and a fire station zoned in the CPD, Commercial Planned 
Development District. To the east across Gender Road is a commercial shopping center 
zoned in the CPD, Commercial Planned Development District.  

 
o The site is located within the planning area of the Brice-Tussing Area Plan (1990), which 

recommends commercial and parks/open space land uses at this location. The 
requested land use is compatible to the Plan’s commercial land use recommendation.  
 

o The CPD text includes permitted uses in Chapters 3356, 3357, and 3361 of the Zoning 
Code with prohibited uses that are remaining from the current CPD district. The site plan 
depicts the proposed antenna location and landscaping. A variance to reduce the 
setback requirements for the proposed monopole telecommunications antenna is 
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included in the request. 
 

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Greater South East Area Commission 
whose recommendation is for approval of the requested zoning district.  
 

o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies Gender Road as a 4-2D arterial requiring a 
minimum of 60 feet of right-of-way from centerline. 
 

 
CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:  Approval. 
 
The requested CPD, Commercial Planned Development District will permit the construction of a 
monopole telecommunications antenna.  Staff is sympathetic to the possibilities of future 
commercial development at this site, and also recognizes that placement of the antenna almost 
anywhere on this property will require a setback variance.  Staff believes that the placement of 
the monopole telecommunications antenna to the north side of the fire station, therefore 
reducing the required setback from 270 feet to 140 feet, to be a reasonable and supportable 
request.  
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SITE 

Z16-006 
3647 Gender Road 

Approximately 3.96 acres 
CPD to CPD 
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