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STATEMENT OF HARDSHIP 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

CHOICES is a non-profit organization that provides a variety of family support services, including 

counseling, crisis intervention, outreach and temporary shelter services for families suffering from domestic 

violence in Franklin County. Since CHOICES merged with Lutheran Social Services of Central Ohio, the 

number of shelter beds has increased from 29 to 51, including 5 infant cribs, by converting former offices 

into bedrooms, bunking beds, and even using mats on floors in common spaces when the census has reached 

well over 51. Recently, the number of victims and their children seeking shelter has reached more than 100.  

CHOICES has experienced an immense growth in the demand for its services, with a 33% increase in 2015. 

The majority of those seeking shelter are almost exclusively low-income individuals and families without 

options for refuge. In addition, 17 men have sheltered at CHOICES last year.  

 
THE PROBLEM: 

While investments have been made in upgrades to improve the current environment and condition of the 

shelter, the reality is a new home is needed for CHOICES. The current facility is poorly configured to meet 

the programmatic needs and is simply not a nurturing, welcoming place for individuals and their children 

to heal from the scars of abuse.  

 
THE SOLUTION: 

Following an extensive search, CHOICES found an ideal site on Cassady Avenue near Agler Road that will 

accommodate an expanded and enhanced shelter and better meet the needs of our community and the 

organization. CHOICES desires to construct an approximately 60,000 square foot facility on the property 

that will provide 120 beds and other living accommodations to families in need on a short-term basis. The 

new facility will be designed around the nationally acclaimed Building Dignity concept. This concept was 

born from the collaboration of the Washington State Coalition Against Domestic Violence and Washington 

State architectural firm to prove that thoughtful design can help survivors and their children rebuild a sense 

of dignity, foster healing and allow staff to focus on providing survivor-centered advocacy. 

 

REQUESTED VARIANCES:  

The property is presently zoned as (a) AR-LD – Apartment Residential – Low Density, and (b) I – 

Institutional District.  The property is presently unimproved.  The Applicant is requesting a use variance 

for the property to permit the facility to be used as a "Shared Living Facility" as defined in Section 3303.19 

of the City of Columbus Municipal Code. The Applicant is also requesting a parking variance of 70 spaces 

because the accessory space (rooms) in the proposed facility does not create additional parking needs at the 

site.  The accessory space (rooms) only provides additional services to clients already located at the facility. 
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SITE 

CV16-028 
2241 North Cassady Ave  

Approximately 10.43 acres 
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THE CITY OF • 

COLUMBUS 

:., , l i·- '1 '·' '•',' 

PROJECT DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

COUNCIL VARIANCE APPLICATION 
Department of Building & Zoning Services 
Scott Messer, Director 
757 Carolyn Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43224 
Phone: 614-645-7433 • www.bzs.columbus.gov 

Parties having a 5% or more interest in the project that is the subject of this application. 

THIS PAGE MUST BE FILLED OUT COMPLETELY AND NOTARIZED. Do not indicate 'NONE' in the space provided. 

STATE OF OHIO 
COUNTY OF FRANKLIN 

APPLICATION# cv I 1-.. 0C$ 

Being first duly cautioned and sworn (NAME) ___,J'-a'-m_e_s_M....;._G-'---ro_I_le_r ____________________ _ 
of(COMPLETEADDRESS) Bailey Cavalieri LLC, 10 West Broad Sreet, Suite 2100, Columbus, OH 43215 
deposes and states that (he/she) is the APPLICANT, AGENT, OR DULY AUTHORIZED ATTORNEY FOR SAME and the following 
is a list of all persons, other partnerships, corporations or entities ha,~ng a 5% or more intel'est in the project which is the subject of 
this application in the following format: 

1, Lutheran Social Services of Central 0 hio 
500 West Wilson Bridge Road, Suite 245 
Worthington, OH 43085 
Number of Columbus Employees: 225 
Attn: Rick Davis- 614.429.5510 

3· 

Name of business or indh~dual 
Business or individual's address 
Address of corporate headquarters 
City, State, Zip 
Number of Columbus based employees 
Contact name and number 

2. 

4· 

0 Check here iflisting additional property owners on a separate page. 

SIGNATURE OF AFFIANT ~ /Jv'\. ~ 
-----~---~---------------------------

Sworn to before me and signed in my presence this .,$' cV day of a flM /J , in theyear. __ 20_16 ________ _ 

Notary Seal Here 

SIGNATUREOFNOTARYPUBLIC ' 

SHARON L. GERBER 

PLEASE NOTE: Incomplete information will result in the rejection ofthis submittal. 
Applications must be submitted by appointment. Call 614-645-4522 to schedule. 

Please make checks payable to the Columbus City Treasurer 

ORD # 1918-2016; CV16-028; Page 8 of 8


	Blank Page



