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Statement of Hardship 
 

Applicant:   Vista Community Church 
 

Property:    7343 and 7349 Worthington Galena Rd, Columbus OH 43085 

 

 
The applicant is requesting a Council Variance for the property located at 7343 and 7349 Worthington 
Galena Road, to permit the use of a church/assembly place on the property. The property is zoned M-2 
light industrial/office zoning classification, which does not permit the applicant’s proposed use. The 
applicant is therefore requesting a variance to Columbus City Code Section 3367.01, M-2 Manufacturing 
District, to permit churches/assembly places. The proposed use will not adversely affect the surrounding 
properties or surrounding neighborhood. 

 
The applicant is also requesting a variance to Columbus City Code section 3312.49, which requires a 
minimum number of parking spaces. The code currently requires 1 parking space for every 30 square 
feet of sanctuary space. The proposed sanctuary is 3,209 sq ft, requiring 107 parking spaces under the 
code, however, the combined properties currently have only 99 paved parking spaces. 

 
Because the applicant has not yet completed the purchase of the properties from the owner, they 
cannot yet add additional spaces; however there is a 7,000 sq ft gravel lot on the parcel adjacent to the 
parking lot that easily serves as 35 additional temporary parking spaces. 

 
Furthermore, anticipated attendance will not require use of 107 spaces, nor even the 99 that are now 
present. The largest assembling will occur between 9-11:30am on Sunday mornings. Current and 
projected attendance for Sunday services is 145 adults and 45 children with the majority of adults 
arriving together- two per vehicle.  All other weekly gatherings would consist of 30-45 adults between 
6:30-7:00pm to 8:30-9:00pm - usually on Tuesdays and Thursdays only.  No more than 8-10 staff would 
occupy the property's office and parking spaces during weekdays between 8am and 5pm. 

 
As determined necessary, the applicant is willing to remove one or more driveways into and/or out of 
the parking lot in order to comply with City traffic/access standards. 

 
The variance sought is the minimum which will afford relief to the applicant.  The grant of these variances 
will not adversely affect the rights of adjacent property owners nor adversely affect the public health, 
safety or general welfare. 

 
The applicant respectfully requests that the Council of the City of Columbus adopt legislation to grant 
these variances. 
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SITE 

 
 

CV16-061 
7343 & 7349 Worthington-Galena Road 

Approximately 3.98 acres 
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