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Statement of Hardship  

Applicant: Austin Caulk 

Proposed Use: Single-unit dwellings  

The use of the property at 1134 S High St. is a single-family home that was built before 
current zoning status was implemented. It is surrounded by both single-family and multi-
family residential uses. Directly to the south at 1138 S High St. is a two-family dwelling. 
Adjacent to the southeast at 16 E Mithoff, there is a 6-unit town-home style apartment. 
Across Pearl St., which the property has access to, are approximately 5 single-family 
homes in the same block. 

I am requesting a use variance to C-4 Code Section 3356.03 in order to conform the 
existing single-family home, and to split the lot and construct a second single-family 
home on the back half of the existing parcel to front on S Pearl Street. Each parcel will 
have its own access and required parking. The existing driveway for the 1134 S High St. 
property is currently divided by a parcel line, and is shared with the property to the south. 
This request includes variances to 3312.13(A) and 3312.25 to allow the existing driveway 
width of less than 10 feet on the subject site, and to permit maneuvering over a parcel 
line. The current driveway width is approximately 8.5 feet wide, with about 3.5 - 4 feet of 
the driveway on the subject site, and the balance on Parcel # 010-026695 (1138 S High 
St.). 

Approval of this request will not introduce a new or incompatible use to the 
neighborhood. Splitting the lot into two parcels will create lot sizes that are consistent 
with the parcels fronting on S Pearl St. to the northeast and with the property to the 
immediate south. A Hardship exists because the underlying C-4 district only permits 
residences above certain commercial uses, and rezoning the property to a residential 
district would still require variances because this urban infill site could not comply with 
residential yard and area standards of today’s code. The requested variance will not 
impair an adequate supply of light and air to the adjacent properties, increase the 
congestion of public streets, increase the danger of fires, or unreasonably diminish or 
impair the public health, safety, comfort, morals, or welfare of the inhabitants of the City 
of Columbus.  
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South Side Plan (2014) 
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