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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
JUNE 8, 2017 

 
 
1. APPLICATION: Z17-002 
 Location: 69 TAYLOR AVENUE (43205), being 1.3± acres located at the 

southwest corner of Taylor Avenue and East Long Street (010-
028592 plus 9 others; Near East Area Commission). 

 Existing Zoning: P-2, Parking and R-2F, Residential Districts. 
 Request: CPD, Commercial Planned Development District.  
 Proposed Use: Public library and parking lots. 

Applicant(s):  Moody Engineering Inc.; c/o Mark Larrimer; 300 Spruce Street, 
Suite 200; Columbus OH, 43215. 

Property Owner(s): Board of Trustees of the Columbus Metropolitan Library; c/o 
Wendy Tressler; 96 South Grant Street; Columbus, OH 43215.  

 Planner: Kelsey Priebe; 614-645-1341; krpriebe@columbus.gov  
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

 
o The site consists of ten parcels, six of which are developed as a parking lot in the P-2, 

Parking District, and four of which are undeveloped in the R-2F, Residential District. The 
applicant proposes to redevelop the site with a public library and parking lots in the CPD, 
Commercial Planned Development District. 
 

o This application was heard and tabled by the Commission at the May 2017 Development 
Commission meeting. The proposal has been revised with additional screening and 
buffering of the parking lot adjacent to the single- and two-unit dwellings to the west, with 
special consideration of the interface with the proposed dumpster. Additionally, a right-
of-way dedication exemption has been submitted.   
 

o To the north of the site is a parking lot for a hospital in the L-P1, Limited Private Parking 
District. To the south are single-unit dwellings and offices in the ARO, Apartment Office 
District. To the east is a parking lot in the R-3, Residential District and a school in the 
ARO, Apartment Office District. To the west of the site are single- and two-unit dwellings 
in the R-2F, Residential District. 
 

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Near East Area Plan (2005), which 
recommends “Lower and Medium Density Residential” land uses for the parcels along 
Taylor Avenue.  

 
o The site is located within the boundaries of the Near East Area Commission, whose 

recommendation is for approval.  
 

o The CPD text commits to a site plan and provides commitments for building and parking 
setbacks, and buffering and screening. The permitted uses in the CPD text include only 
those uses in the C-2, Commercial District, I, Institutional District, and parking lots for the 
proposed uses. Variances to reduce the C-2, Commercial District setback lines, interior 
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landscaping and parking lot screening, parking setback lines, parking spaces required, 
and vision clearance triangles are included in this request.  

 
o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies East Long Street as a 4-2 arterial requiring a 

minimum of 50 feet of right-of-way from centerline and Taylor Avenue as a C arterial 
requiring a minimum of 30 feet of right-of-way from centerline.  

 
 
CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:   Approval.  
 
The requested CPD, Commercial Planned Development District will allow a public library and 
parking lots, which are compatible with the development pattern of the area. While the Near 
East Area Plan (2005) recommends “Lower and Medium Density Residential” for the Taylor 
Avenue Corridor, the Plan did not anticipate the relocation of the library branch and considers 
the institutional use to be appropriate for the Long Street mixed-use corridor. Additionally, the 
adjacent residential uses will be adequately buffered and screened from the proposed 
development. 
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Near East Area Plan (2005) 
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Priebe, Kelsey R.

From: Kathleen Bailey <KathleenDBailey@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 1:04 AM
To: Priebe, Kelsey R.
Cc: margcool@gmail.com
Subject: New MLK Library Z17-002

Importance: High

The Near East Area Commission (NEAC) voted unanimously (13‐0‐0) to support the variances for the new MLK 
Library to be constructed at the SW corner of Long and Taylor. The vote took place at NEAC's March 2017 
General Business meeting. 
 
Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Thank you. 
 
614‐582‐3053 (Cell) 
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