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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
SEPTEMBER 14, 2017 
 
 
6. APPLICATION: Z17-023 
 Location: 2100 MORSE ROAD (43229), being 22.58± acres located on 

the north side of Morse Road at the intersection of Morse Centre 
(010-245370 & 010-291879; Northland Community Council). 

 Existing Zoning: CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
 Request:                        CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
 Proposed Use: Commercial development. 

Applicant(s):  Checkers Drive-In Restaurants, Inc.; c/o James Maniace, Atty.; 
Taft, Stettinius & Hollister LLP; 65 East State Street, Suite 1000; 
Columbus, OH 43215 

Property Owner(s): MC-NC Holdings, LLC; 12295 Olive Boulevard; St. Louis MO 
63141. 

Planner: Michael Maret; 614-645-2749; mjmaret@columbus.gov 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 

o This 22.58± acre site is zoned in the CPD, Commercial Planned Development District 
and is developed with a commercial shopping center. The applicant proposes the CPD, 
Commercial Planned Development District to develop a smaller out-lot parcel (Subarea 
I), currently a portion of the parking lot, with a fast food restaurant along the Morse Road 
Service Road. The majority of the existing shopping center (Subarea II) will remain 
unchanged.  
 

o The site is surrounded by single-unit residences to the north in the PUD-6, Planned Unit 
Development District and similar regional commercial development to the south, east, 
and west, zoned in C-2, C-3, C-4, and L-C-4, Commercial and Limited Commercial 
districts. 
 

o The site is subject to the Morse Road Regional Commercial Overlay and located within 
the boundaries of the Northland I Area Plan (2014), which recommends “Community 
Mixed Use” at this location. 
 

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Northland Community Council, whose 
recommendation is for conditional approval pending updated permitted uses within the 
CPD Text and compliance with the provisions of the Regional Commercial Overlay. 
 

o The CPD text commits to site plans and also includes commitments to permitted uses, 
building setbacks, access, and buffering and landscaping for Subarea I, while providing 
updates to Subarea II. Variances to Sub-area II are included, carried over from the 
existing CPD (Z05-002), to reduce building and parking/maneuvering setbacks, 
landscaping, pedestrian walkway, parking lot lighting, parking lot screening, and 
dumpster screening requirements. 
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o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies Morse Road as a 6-2DS arterial requiring a 
minimum of 110 feet of right-of-way from centerline. 

 
 
CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:   Approval 
 
The requested CPD, Commercial Planned Development District will permit development of a 
fast food restaurant on a new out-parcel, leaving the majority of the existing shopping center 
unchanged. The proposal is consistent with the Northland I Area Plan recommendation for 
“Community Mixed Uses” and is compatible with adjacent development along the Morse Road 
corridor. 
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SITE 

Z17-023 
2100 & 2110 Morse Road 
Approximately 23.33 acres 

CPD to CPD 
 
 

Subarea II 

Subarea I 
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Northland I Area Plan (2014)  
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