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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
JUNE 11, 2015  
  
  
5. APPLICATION: Z15-013 
 Location: 2455 BILLINGSLEY ROAD (43235), being 8.0± acres located on the 

south side of Billingsley Road, 500± feet west of Dunsworth Drive 
(590-144971; Far Northwest Coalition). 

 Existing Zoning: CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
 Request:                        CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
           Proposed Use: Expansion of an existing automobile dealership. 

 Applicant(s): Byers Realty LLC; c/o Jeffrey L. Brown, Atty.; Smith & Hale LLC; 37 
West Broad Street, Suite 460; Columbus, Ohio 43215. 

 Property Owner(s): The Applicant. 
 Planner: Eliza Thrush, 645-1341, ecthrush@columbus.gov     
     
 

BACKGROUND: 
 
o The site is developed with an automobile dealership zoned in the CPD, Commercial Planned 

Development District. The applicant proposes the CPD, Commercial Planned Development 
District to permit additional parking and retail display area closer to Billingsley Road. 
 

o The site is bordered by automobile dealerships to the east and west, zoned in the L-C-4, 
Limited Commercial, and CPD, Commercial Planned Development Districts, respectively. To 
the north are single-unit dwellings in the R-2, Residential District. To the south is I-270 and 
office development in the C-2, Commercial District. 
 

o The site falls within the boundaries of The Northwest Area Plan (2007), which does not contain 
a specific land use recommendation for the site.  
 

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Far Northwest Coalition, whose 
recommendation had not been received at the time this report was completed. 
 

o The CPD text commits to a site plan, permitted uses, setback and landscaping commitments, 
and contains provisions for display areas and lighting controls. The CPD text also prohibits 
outdoor speakers and limits the display area between the parking setback and Billingsley 
Road to a maximum of six vehicles.  

 
CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:   Approval 
 
The requested CPD, Commercial Planned Development District would permit an existing automobile 
dealership to have additional retail display area and parking, while preserving an 80-foot parking 
setback. In consideration of the nearby residential development, the CPD text contains provisions for 
landscaping and screening, lighting, and prohibits outdoor speakers. While the proposed 80-foot 
setback is less than what was recently approved for the property to the west, Staff feels the proposal 
is adequate in consideration of the residential properties to the north. Staff is unlikely to support future 
requests for display area expansion into the proposed 80 foot setback so long as residential 
development exists on the north side of Billingsley Road.  
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Z15-013 
2455 Billingsley Road 

Approximately 8.0 acres 
CPD to CPD 
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Thrush, Eliza C.

From: John Murley <jmurley@columbus.rr.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 10:56 PM
To: Thrush, Eliza C.
Subject: RE: Z15-013 // 2455 Billingsley Road

Ms. Thrush, 
 
The Far Northwest Coalition opposes Z15‐013 2455 Billingsley Road.  The board specifically opposes the reduction in 
setback along Billingsley Road.  This setback was agreed upon years ago as a buffer between the auto dealership use and 
single family residences on the other side of the street.  In recent years, the board agreed to the construction of display 
pads within the setback, which now all of the dealerships have.  The board expressed concern when an application was 
heard recently that reduced setback in the property immediately to the west, but the basis for that reduction was the 
lack of single family residences directly across the street.  At the time, FNWC stated that we specifically did not condone 
that being a precedent and that we would oppose any reduction in setback for the properties to the east that face single 
family residences.  Just a few months later, this proposal does exactly that, replacing committed green space with 
blacktop across from single family residences, so we stand in opposition. 
 
Thanks, 
John Murley 
President, Far Northwest Coalition 
 

From: Thrush, Eliza C. [mailto:ECThrush@columbus.gov]  
Sent: Friday, June 05, 2015 10:19 AM 
To: 'jmurley@columbus.rr.com' 
Subject: Z15-013 // 2455 Billingsley Road 
 
Hi John, 
 
I am wondering if you have a recommendation prepared regarding Z15‐013 2455 Billingsley Road? I am working on our 
staff report for Development Commission next week. 
 
Thank you, 
 

ELIZA THRUSH 
PLANNER II – PUBLIC HEARINGS 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 

757 Carolyn Avenue 
Columbus, OH 43224 

Direct: 614.645.1341 
Fax: 614.645.2463 

www.cityofcolumbus.org 
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