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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
FEBRUARY 8, 2018 
 
3. APPLICATION: Z17-053 
 Location: 2090 FRANK ROAD (43223), being 11.3± acres located on the 

north side of Frank Road, 735± feet east of Harrisburg Pike (140-
001706; Southwest Area Commission). 

 Existing Zoning: R, Rural District (Annexation Pending). 
 Request: CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
 Proposed Use: Forensic science center and morgue.   

Applicant(s):  Franklin County Board of Commissioners; c/o Kenneth Wilson, 
County Administrator; 373 South High Street, 26th Floor; Columbus, 
OH 43215. 

Property Owner(s): Commissioners of Franklin County; 373 South High Street; 
Columbus, OH 43215. 

Planner: Michael Maret; 614-645-2749; mjmaret@columbus.gov 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 

o The 11.3± acre site consists of a single parcel, previously developed with an elementary 
school, currently undergoing annexation from Franklin Township, and having the R, Rural 
District zoning designation from said township. The applicant is requesting the CPD, 
Commercial Planned Development District which is not comparable to the township zoning, 
but is necessary for the proposed development of a forensic science center and morgue for 
Franklin County. 
 

o The site is bordered to the north by single-unit dwellings in the R-2, Residential District. To 
the south, east and west are single-unit dwellings and small businesses in the Franklin 
Township’s R, Rural and R-24, Suburban Apartment Residential districts. 

 
o The site is located within the boundaries of the Southwest Area Plan (2009), which 

recommends “institutional” uses for this location. 
 

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Southwest Area Commission, whose 
recommendation is for disapproval, due to a split vote (3 – 3). 

 
o The CPD text includes use, setback, height, access, parking, screening, landscaping, and 

site plan commitments. 
 

o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies Frank Road as a 4-2D arterial requiring a 
minimum of 60 feet of right-of-way from centerline. 

 
 
CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:  Approval 
 
The requested CPD, Commercial Planned Development District would permit the development of a 
forensic science center and morgue for Franklin County on the site. Staff considers this development 
compatible with the recommendations of the Southwest Area Plan for institutional uses on the site as 
I, Institutional uses are committed to in the CPD text. 
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Southwest Area Plan (2009) 
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mjmaret
Typewritten Text
*Southwest Area Commission Recommendation*
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