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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
SEPTEMBER 13, 2018 
 
 
5. APPLICATION: Z18-005 
 Location: 7488 LEE ROAD (43081), being 81.92± acres located on the 

west side of Lee Road, 1,260± feet south of East Walnut Street 
(221-000012 and 3 others; Rocky Fork-Blacklick Accord). 

 Existing Zoning: R, Rural District (Annexation Pending).  
 Request: PUD-4, Planned Unit Development District. 
 Proposed Use: Single-unit residential subdivision.    

Applicant(s):  M/I Homes of Central Ohio LLC; c/o David Hodge, Atty.; 
Underhill & Hodge, LLC; 800 Walton Parkway, Suite 260; New 
Albany, OH 43054. 

Property Owner(s): Phillip J. Gardner, Tr., et al.; 8585 Cheshire Road; Sunbury, OH 
43074. 

 Planner: Kelsey Priebe; 614-645-1341; krpriebe@columbus.gov 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

 
o The site is undeveloped and used for agricultural purposes. The parcels are currently 

undergoing annexation from Blendon Township, and will be designated as R, Rural 
District upon completion. The applicant proposes to rezone the site to PUD-4, Planned 
Unit Development District to allow for a single-unit residential subdivision with 245 lots 
(3.43 units per acre) with 26.6 acres of provided open space. 
 

o The site is surrounded by single-unit dwellings and land used for agricultural purposes. 
To the south east of the site are single-unit dwellings in the R, Rural District.  
 

o A small portion of this site is located within the boundaries of the Rocky Fork-Blacklick 
Accord Plan (2003), which recommends “Rural Residential” land uses for this location.  
This portion is also located within the boundaries of the Rocky Fork-Blacklick Accord 
Implementation Panel. However, Planning Division Staff agreed to not require this 
application to go before the panel, so no recommendation was rendered. The majority of 
the site is not within a planning area, but is adjacent to the planning areas of the Rocky 
Fork-Blacklick Accord Plan and the Northland Plan Volume II (2002). Planning Division 
staff utilized these plans in formulating their recommendation. 
 

o The PUD text commits to a site plan, and includes density and setback requirements, 
site access provisions, landscaping, exterior building material commitments, and 
graphics controls. 

 
 
CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:  Approval. 
 
The requested PUD-4, Planned Unit Development District will allow the development of 245 lots 
with 26.6 acres of open space. The proposed development is compatible with adjacent residential 
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developments, provides buffering from the streets, and provides connectivity to adjacent 
properties through the use of street stubs. The site also preserves a significant amount of open 
space and tree stands, and the open space effectively functions as an organizational element, 
as recommended by the Rocky Fork-Blacklick Accord Plan and the Northland Plan Volume II. 
This application requires a traffic impact study, and a resubmittal of this study will be required. 
Upon review and approval of the traffic impact study, there will likely need to be off-site traffic 
commitments added to this application.*  
 
*Traffic commitments as requested by the Division of Traffic Managment have been added
to the PUD Text.  
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Approximately 81.92 acres 

                 R to PUD-4 
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Rocky Fork-Blacklick Accord Plan (2003) 
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