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26 East 5th Avenue; Columbus, OH 43201 
 
Current Zoning District: C-3, Commercial District 
 
Proposed Use: Continue meadery and off-site distribution uses; add new use of night club for frequent 
live entertainment events. 
 
Proposed Variances:  
 
3355.03, C-3 permitted uses: Permit continued use as meadery with off-site distribution and new use of 
a night club in conjunction with the meadery tasting room. 
 
3311.28(b), Requirements: Permit continued use as meadery with off-site distribution in a C-3, 
Commercial District as opposed to an M, Manufacturing District within 105+/- feet from residentially-
zoned property. 
 
3312.49, Minimum numbers of parking spaces required:  11 spaces required, 1 ADA space provided; a 
reduction of 10 spaces. Note: Previous parking variances granted for restaurant, tasting room, and patio 
under CV10-037, BZA16-006, and BZA09310-00200 allowed 0-2 parking spaces. 
 
Parking Breakdown for Parcel 010-049712: 
 
Meadery:     1,925 SF  1 space/750 SF  2.57 spaces  
Night club / event space: 1,155 SF     1 space/75 SF         15.4 spaces  
Adjacent fitness facility  1,659 SF 1 space per 250 SF 3.3 spaces 
Total required parking:       21.27 (22) spaces  
50% Neighborhood Commercial Subarea reduction:   11 parking spaces required 
         1 ADA parking space provided 
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 TO: Shannon Pine                                                              January 16, 2019 

       111 N. Front Street 

       Columbus, OH 43215 

       Ph: 614-645-2208 

       spine@columbus.gov 

 

RE: 26 E. 5
th

 Avenue:  

       CV18-103 – Brothers Drake 

 

Shannon: 

 

This letter is to inform you that on January16, 2019, the University Area Commission voted to approve 
the council variance for the project located at 36 E. 5

th
 Avenue.  The proposed change of use permits 

the current ‘night club’ use to be a permitted use in a C-3 zone.  The following variances being 
requested are needed to maintain the current use: 

1. Sec. 3355.03, C-3 permitted uses:  To permit continued use as meadery with off-site 
distribution an new use of a night club in conjunction with the meadery tasting room. 

2. Sec. 3311.28(b), Requirements:  To permit continued use as a meadery with off-site 
distribution in a C-3 Commercial District as opposed to an M, Manufacturing District within 
105+/- feet from residentially zoned property. 

3. Sec. 3312.49, Minimum numbers of parking spaces required:   22 spaces required, 1 ADA 
space provided: 50% reduction = a reduction of 11 spaces.    

 

The applicant would like to continue its current use since it is a significant part of its business model.  
The commission understood this but had concerns about limited parking and a potentially negative 
impact to the surrounding neighborhood from noise from music acts.  In 2016 the applicant received a 
variance for a parking reduction to operate a meadery and a tasting room.  The applicant has been 
operating as a live music venue for 8 years, with only one complaint stating that the Brothers Drake 
did not have a permit to feature live music.  The Commission recognized that a variance remains with 
the property but also recognized that the Brothers Drake has been a responsible business that is an 
asset to the neighborhood.  Area residents spoke in support of the variance request.  
 
The Commission appreciated that the applicant met with and had secured the support of the 
Weinland Park Housing Committee, and is in the process of securing a parking lease with the 
adjacent property owner.  To address the noise concerns, the applicant has agreed to the condition 
that there be no outdoor amplification.  The UAC is in support of this council variance with the 

request that this condition be made a part of the council variance for this property.   
 
The vote to approve the above council variance with the condition that there is no outdoor 

amplification was: For – 12; Against – 0; Abstentions – 1. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Susan LM Keeny 

 

Susan Keeny 

UAC Zoning Committee Chair 

C:  937-479-0201 

 

 

 

University Area Commission 
Northwood High Building 
2231 North High Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43201 
(614) 441-8174 
www.universityareacommission.org 
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